
	
	
	
	
				
		
		
			
				
					 
				
				
				Home
			
		
			
			
					
							
								About
								
								
	
									
	
										
								
												
														
															About us
															
														
	
														
															General Synod & its Committees
															
														
	
														
															Representative Body & its Committees
															
														
	
														
															Central Offices
															
														
	
														
															Theological Institute
															
														
	
														
															RCB Library
															
														
	
														
															Genealogy
															
														
	
														
															Bishops’ Appeal
															
														
	
														
															Committee member information
															
														
	
														
															Information
															
														
	
														
															Education
															
														
	
														
															The Constitution
															
														
	
														
															Church of Ireland Publishing
															
														
	
														
															Disestablishment 150
															
														
	
														
															Healthcare chaplaincy
															
														


											
										

									
									

									
								
							
							
	
							
								Our Faith
								
								
	
									
	
										
								
												
														
															Being a Christian
															
														
	
														
															What we believe
															
														
	
														
															39 Articles of Religion
															
														
	
														
															The Canons
															
														
	
														
															Church teaching
															
														
	
														
															How do I …
															
														
	
														
															Vocations
															
														


											
										

									
									

									
								
							
							
	
							
								Children & Youth
								
								
	
									
	
										
								
												
														
															Overview
															
														
	
														
															CIYD
															
														
	
														
															Children and Families Ministry
															
														
	
														
															Education
															
														
	
														
															Secondary Education Committee
															
														


											
										

									
									

									
								
							
							
	
							
								Prayer & Worship
								
								
	
									
	
										
								
												
														
															Our Worship
															
														
	
														
															Book of Common Prayer
															
														
	
														
															Lectionary
															
														
	
														
															The Church Year
															
														
	
														
															Worship News
															
														
	
														
															Worship Resources
															
														
	
														
															Church Music Resources
															
														


											
										

									
									

									
								
							
							
	
							
								Find a Church
								
								
							
							
	
							
								Parish Resources
								
								
							
							
	
							
								News
								
								
	
									
	
										
								
												
														
															All News
															
														
	
														
															Press Releases
															
														
	
														
															Diocesan News
															
														
	
														
															Committee News
															
														
	
														
															Irish Times Notes
															
														
	
														
															RCB Library Notes
															
														
	
														
															Upcoming Events
															
														
	
														
															Archived Committee News
															
														


											
										

									
									

									
								
							
							


			
					
		

	
	


		

	
		
		Close
	
			
				Home
			
	
				
					About
					
					
	
						
								
									About us
									
									
									
								
	
								
									General Synod & its Committees
									
									
					
										
												
													General Synod website
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Standing Committee
													
													
									
														
																
																	News
																	
																	
																									
																	
																
	
																
																	SC Meeting Papers
																	
																	
																									
																	
																
	
																
																	Bishops’ Appeal Advisory Committee
																	
																	
													
																		
																				
																					News
																					
																				


																		
																	
																									
																	
																
	
																
																	Board for Ministry with Children and Families
																	
																	
																									
																	
																
	
																
																	Church and Society Commission
																	
																	
																									
																	
																
	
																
																	Central Communications Board
																	
																	
													
																		
																				
																					News
																					
																				
	
																				
																					Literature Committee
																					
																				


																		
																	
																									
																	
																
	
																
																	Priorities Fund
																	
																	
													
																		
																				
																					News
																					
																				


																		
																	
																									
																	
																
	
																
																	Consultative Group on Disability
																	
																	
													
																		
																				
																					Disability Awareness Resources
																					
																				


																		
																	
																									
																	
																


														
																					
													
												
	
												
													Board of Education
													
													
									
														
																
																	News – NI Board of Education
																	
																	
																									
																	
																
	
																
																	News – RoI Board of Education
																	
																	
																									
																	
																
	
																
																	Submissions
																	
																	
																									
																	
																


														
																					
													
												
	
												
													Commission for Christian Unity and Dialogue
													
													
									
														
																
																	The Porvoo Communion
																	
																	
																									
																	
																
	
																
																	Porvoo Documentation
																	
																	
																									
																	
																
	
																
																	News
																	
																	
																									
																	
																


														
																					
													
												
	
												
													Church of Ireland Youth Department
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Commission on Ministry
													
													
									
														
																
																	News
																	
																	
																									
																	
																


														
																					
													
												
	
												
													Council for Mission
													
													
									
														
																
																	News
																	
																	
																									
																	
																


														
																					
													
												
	
												
													Liturgical Advisory Committee
													
													
									
														
																
																	News
																	
																	
																									
																	
																


														
																					
													
												
	
												
													Marriage Council
													
													
									
														
																
																	News
																	
																	
																									
																	
																


														
																					
													
												
	
												
													Covenant Council
													
													
									
														
																
																	The Methodist Covenant
																	
																	
																									
																	
																


														
																					
													
												
	
												
													Former committees
													
													
									
														
																
																	Commission on Episcopal Ministry and Structures
																	
																	
																									
																	
																
	
																
																	Broadcasting Committee
																	
																	
													
																		
																				
																					News
																					
																				


																		
																	
																									
																	
																
	
																
																	Parish Development Working Group
																	
																	
													
																		
																				
																					News
																					
																				


																		
																	
																									
																	
																


														
																					
													
												


										
									
									
								
	
								
									Representative Body & its Committees
									
									
					
										
												
													Allocations Committee
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Audit Committee
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Executive Committee
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Investment Committee
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Legal Advisory Committee
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Library & Archives Committee
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Property Committee
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Stipends Committee
													
																					
													
												


										
									
									
								
	
								
									Central Offices
									
									
					
										
												
													Contact Us
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Finance
													
													
									
														
																
																	Finance Templates – Northern Ireland
																	
																	
																									
																	
																
	
																
																	Gift Aid
																	
																	
																									
																	
																


														
																					
													
												
	
												
													Office Services
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Information Technology
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Investments
													
													
									
														
																
																	Valuation Calculator
																	
																	
																									
																	
																
	
																
																	How do I detemine how many Unit Trusts I have?
																	
																	
																									
																	
																
	
																
																	Northern Ireland Investments
																	
																	
																									
																	
																
	
																
																	Republic of Ireland Investments
																	
																	
																									
																	
																


														
																					
													
												
	
												
													Legal
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Property & Trusts
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Synod Services & Communications
													
													
									
														
																
																	General Synod Website
																	
																	
																									
																	
																


														
																					
													
												
	
												
													Press Office
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Education
													
																					
													
												


										
									
									
								
	
								
									Theological Institute
									
									
									
								
	
								
									RCB Library
									
									
					
										
												
													Location & Contact Details
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Library Opening Hours
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													RCB Library Membership
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Desk Reservation System
													
													
									
														
																
																	Click here to book a desk
																	
																	
																									
																	
																


														
																					
													
												
	
												
													List of Parish Registers
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Archive of the Month
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													CoI Gazette digitization
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													The Borderless Church
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Library News
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													The Library Conservation Fund
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													History
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Collections
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Catalogues
													
													
									
														
																
																	Printed Books
																	
																	
																									
																	
																
	
																
																	Click and Collect
																	
																	
																									
																	
																
	
																
																	Online Printed Books Catalogue
																	
																	
																									
																	
																
	
																
																	Periodicals
																	
																	
																									
																	
																
	
																
																	Parish Records
																	
																	
																									
																	
																
	
																
																	Diocesan Records
																	
																	
																									
																	
																
	
																
																	Cathedral Records
																	
																	
																									
																	
																
	
																
																	General Synod Records
																	
																	
																									
																	
																
	
																
																	Representative Church Body Records
																	
																	
																									
																	
																
	
																
																	Manuscripts
																	
																	
																									
																	
																
	
																
																	Architectural Drawings
																	
																	
																									
																	
																
	
																
																	Regulations for Readers of Archives & Manuscripts
																	
																	
																									
																	
																


														
																					
													
												
	
												
													Library Publications
													
													
									
														
																
																	Parish Register Series
																	
																	
																									
																	
																
	
																
																	Texts and Calendars Series
																	
																	
																									
																	
																
	
																
																	Other Publications
																	
																	
																									
																	
																


														
																					
													
												
	
												
													Online Parish Records
													
													
									
														
																
																	St. Peter’s Drogheda Registers (1702 – 1900)
																	
																	
																									
																	
																
	
																
																	Taughboyne Union (Raphoe)
																	
																	
																									
																	
																


														
																					
													
												
	
												
													Medieval Manuscripts
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Irish Huguenot Archive
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Anglican Record Project
													
													
									
														
																
																	How the project came about
																	
																	
																									
																	
																


														
																					
													
												


										
									
									
								
	
								
									Genealogy
									
									
					
										
												
													Access to records
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Location of Records
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Other Genealogical Sources in the RCB Library
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Preparing for Searches
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Survival of Parish Registers
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Anglican Record Project
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Genealogy Links
													
																					
													
												


										
									
									
								
	
								
									Bishops’ Appeal
									
									
									
								
	
								
									Committee member information
									
									
					
										
												
													Lunch options
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Accommodation options – Dublin
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Accommodation options – Belfast
													
																					
													
												


										
									
									
								
	
								
									Information
									
									
					
										
												
													Clergy pensions
													
													
									
														
																
																	DC Pension Scheme (NI)
																	
																	
																									
																	
																
	
																
																	DC Pension Scheme (RoI)
																	
																	
																									
																	
																


														
																					
													
												
	
												
													Charity regulation
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Website hosting
													
													
									
														
																
																	Software for Charities
																	
																	
																									
																	
																
	
																
																	Webmaster Technical Information
																	
																	
																									
																	
																
	
																
																	Backups
																	
																	
																									
																	
																
	
																
																	Email Addresses
																	
																	
																									
																	
																
	
																
																	Email Best Practice/Etiquette
																	
																	
																									
																	
																
	
																
																	Stay Safe Online!
																	
																	
																									
																	
																


														
																					
													
												
	
												
													Useful links
													
																					
													
												


										
									
									
								
	
								
									Education
									
									
					
										
												
													News (NI)
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													News (ROI)
													
																					
													
												


										
									
									
								
	
								
									The Constitution
									
									
					
										
												
													The Constitution in Full
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Statute
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													First Schedule
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Second Schedule
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Chapters I – XVII
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Appendices & Forms
													
													
									
														
																
																	Regulations for the remarriage of divorced persons
																	
																	
																									
																	
																
	
																
																	Service of preparation for remarriage in Church
																	
																	
																									
																	
																
	
																
																	Voting by Bishops in Synod
																	
																	
																									
																	
																
	
																
																	Constitution, duties and powers of the Standing Committee of General Synod
																	
																	
																									
																	
																
	
																
																	Powers & duties conferred upon the Standing Committee by the Constitution, 2003
																	
																	
																									
																	
																
	
																
																	Constitution and duties of the Board of Education of General Synod
																	
																	
																									
																	
																
	
																
																	Irish Church Act, 1869, Section 20 (as operative)
																	
																	
																									
																	
																
	
																
																	Glebe Lands Representative Church Body, Ireland, 1875, section 2, 3, 4, 5 and 8
																	
																	
																									
																	
																
	
																
																	The Trustee Churches (Ireland) Act, 1884 sections 1–5
																	
																	
																									
																	
																


														
																					
													
												


										
									
									
								
	
								
									Church of Ireland Publishing
									
									
									
								
	
								
									Disestablishment 150
									
									
					
										
												
													D150 News
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													D150 Events
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Disestablishment in context
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													A Prayer for Disestablishment 150
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													D150 Liturgical Resources
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													RCB Library Collection
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Bishops’ Appeal calendar
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Photostream
													
																					
													
												


										
									
									
								
	
								
									Healthcare chaplaincy
									
									
									
								


						
					
				
				
	
				
					Our Faith
					
					
	
						
								
									Being a Christian
									
									
									
								
	
								
									What we believe
									
									
									
								
	
								
									39 Articles of Religion
									
									
					
										
												
													The 2009 Declaration on the 39 Articles of Religion
													
																					
													
												


										
									
									
								
	
								
									The Canons
									
									
									
								
	
								
									Church teaching
									
									
					
										
												
													Irish and Universal
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Protestant and Catholic
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Clergy and People
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													The Eucharist
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Mary: Virgin and Mother
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													The Bible
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													The Communion of Saints
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Death & Eternal Life
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Baptism & Confirmation
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													The Holy Trinity
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Marriage
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Repentance & Forgiveness
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Salvation
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Sharing the Faith
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													An Ghaeilge agus Eaglais na hÉireann
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													The Irish language and the Church of Ireland
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Bishops
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Liturgy
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Prayer
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Making Moral Decisions
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Ecumenism
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Disestablishment
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Healing
													
																					
													
												


										
									
									
								
	
								
									How do I …
									
									
					
										
												
													Marriage
													
													
									
														
																
																	Preparing for Marriage
																	
																	
																									
																	
																
	
																
																	Enrichment & Support for married life
																	
																	
																									
																	
																
	
																
																	Resourcing the wider Church
																	
																	
																									
																	
																
	
																
																	Useful articles for couples & clergy
																	
																	
																									
																	
																


														
																					
													
												
	
												
													Arrange a baptism
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Arrange a funeral
													
																					
													
												


										
									
									
								
	
								
									Vocations
									
									
					
										
												
													Pathways to Ordination
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Lay ministry
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Pioneer Ministry
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Vocation Sunday resources
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Understanding Selection
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Explore further – who to contact?
													
																					
													
												


										
									
									
								


						
					
				
				
	
				
					Children & Youth
					
					
	
						
								
									Overview
									
									
									
								
	
								
									CIYD
									
									
									
								
	
								
									Children and Families Ministry
									
									
									
								
	
								
									Education
									
									
					
										
												
													Submissions
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Information & Policies (RoI)
													
													
									
														
																
																	Procurement for Schools (RoI)
																	
																	
																									
																	
																
	
																
																	Boards of Management Secure Page
																	
																	
																									
																	
																


														
																					
													
												


										
									
									
								
	
								
									Secondary Education Committee
									
									
									
								


						
					
				
				
	
				
					Prayer & Worship
					
					
	
						
								
									Our Worship
									
									
									
								
	
								
									Book of Common Prayer
									
									
					
										
												
													2004 Texts
													
													
									
														
																
																	Texts
																	
																	
																									
																	
																
	
																
																	The 2004 Psalter
																	
																	
																									
																	
																


														
																					
													
												
	
												
													Prayers for the Coronation of Charles III
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Resources following the Death of Queen Elizabeth II
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Morning and Evening Prayer for use on Sundays
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Creationtide Resources
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Queen’s 70th Jubilee Resources
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Collects of the Word – Year B
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Miscarriage, Stillbirth and Neonatal death
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Resources in the case of Sudden and Unexpected Death
													
													
									
														
																
																	A Service of the Word
																	
																	
																									
																	
																
	
																
																	Prayers for Use in Cases of Sudden and Unexpected Death
																	
																	
																									
																	
																


														
																					
													
												
	
												
													Liturgies for use during the pandemic
													
													
									
														
																
																	A Service of Lamentation and Hope
																	
																	
																									
																	
																
	
																
																	A Service of Light – Remembering the Impact of a Pandemic
																	
																	
																									
																	
																


														
																					
													
												
	
												
													BCP Manual
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													BCP Commentary
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													The Theology of the Eucharist from a Church of Ireland Perspective
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Guidelines on Copyright
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Published Resources
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Links to Articles in CoI Gazette
													
																					
													
												


										
									
									
								
	
								
									Lectionary
									
									
					
										
												
													Daily Prayer
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Daily Worship App
													
													
									
														
																
																	Daily Worship App Support
																	
																	
																									
																	
																
	
																
																	Privacy Policy
																	
																	
																									
																	
																


														
																					
													
												
	
												
													This Sunday
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Weekday Lectionary
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Sunday & Weekday Lectionary (PDF)
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													RSS Feeds
													
																					
													
												


										
									
									
								
	
								
									The Church Year
									
									
					
										
												
													Saints and Feasts Days
													
																					
													
												


										
									
									
								
	
								
									Worship News
									
									
									
								
	
								
									Worship Resources
									
									
					
										
												
													Ukrainian Liturgical Resources
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Resources to mark centenary of the end of the Civil War in Ireland
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													A Service for the Day of Remembrance and Recognition
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Prayers in a time of war in the Ukraine
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Worship Library
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													BCP Manual
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Seasonal Items
													
													
									
														
																
																	Advent All Age Resources
																	
																	
																									
																	
																


														
																					
													
												
	
												
													Remembrancetide & Commonwealth
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Commemoration Liturgies
													
													
									
														
																
																	Republic of Ireland Commemorations
																	
																	
																									
																	
																
	
																
																	The Opening of the Northern Ireland Parliament
																	
																	
																									
																	
																
	
																
																	World War One Commemorations
																	
																	
																									
																	
																
	
																
																	The Centenary of the End of the War of Independence
																	
																	
																									
																	
																


														
																					
													
												
	
												
													PRISM – Parish Education Series
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Exciting Holiness
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Commemorations of Saints and Others
													
																					
													
												


										
									
									
								
	
								
									Church Music Resources
									
									
					
										
												
													Hymns
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Psalms Online
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													‘Singing Psalms’
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Canticles
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Recorded Music
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Training and Resources
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Useful links
													
																					
													
												


										
									
									
								


						
					
				
				
	
				
					Find a Church
					
					
				
				
	
				
					Parish Resources
					
					
				
				
	
				
					News
					
					
	
						
								
									All News
									
									
									
								
	
								
									Press Releases
									
									
									
								
	
								
									Diocesan News
									
									
									
								
	
								
									Committee News
									
									
					
										
												
													Standing Committee & RB
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Bishops' Appeal Committee
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Board of Education (NI)
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Board of Education (R.O.I.)
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Central Communications Board
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Literature Committee
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Christian Unity and Dialogue
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Church and Society Commission
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Commission on Ministry
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Council for Mission
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Liturgical Advisory Committee
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Marriage Council
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Priorities Fund
													
																					
													
												


										
									
									
								
	
								
									Irish Times Notes
									
									
									
								
	
								
									RCB Library Notes
									
									
									
								
	
								
									Upcoming Events
									
									
									
								
	
								
									Archived Committee News
									
									
					
										
												
													Bishops' Advisory Commission on Doctrine
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Bishops' Selection Conference
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Broadcasting Committee
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Disability Working Group
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Disestablishment 150
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													D150 Events
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Hard Gospel Committee
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Parish Development Working Group
													
																					
													
												
	
												
													Synodical Reform Committee
													
																					
													
												


										
									
									
								


						
					
				
				
	
				
					Document Library
					
					
				
				
	
				
					Directory
					
					
				
				
	
				
					Vacancies
					
					
				
				
	
						Safeguarding
					
	
				
					Legals
					
					
				
				
	
				
					Contact
					
					
				
				


		
		
	
			
			
				
				Search...
			
			

			
			Search
			
		

		
		
			 
			 
			 
			 
			 
		

	
	


	
	
		
		
			
			
				 
			
				
			
					
					
						
						Search
					
					

					
					Search
					
				

			
			

		
		
		
		
		
			
			
				 
			
				Clergy Log In

			
				
			
					
					
						
						Username
					
					

					
					
					
						
						Password
					
					

					
					Search
					
					Forgotten your password?  Please e-mail Webadmin for a reminder to be issued.
					
				

			
			

		
		

		
		
			
				
					 
					Church of Ireland
				
				Home
			

			
			
			
				
					 
					 
				

				
				
					 
					 
					 
				
			
			

			
			
			
				
				
					
					
						
						
						
						
							
						
								
						
									
						
										Document Library
										
									
									
								

							
						
								
						
									
						
										Directory
										
									
									
								

							
						
								
						
									
						
										Vacancies
										
									
									
								

							
						
								
						
									
									
										Safeguarding
									
									
									
								

							
						
								
						
									
						
										Contact
										
									
									
								

							
							
							
								 
								 
							

						
						

					
					

				
				

				
				
				
					
					
						
						
								
										
											About
											
											
														
												
											
													
											
															
																	
																		About us
																		
																	
	
																	
																		General Synod & its Committees
																		
																	
	
																	
																		Representative Body & its Committees
																		
																	
	
																	
																		Central Offices
																		
																	
	
																	
																		Theological Institute
																		
																	
	
																	
																		RCB Library
																		
																	
	
																	
																		Genealogy
																		
																	
	
																	
																		Bishops’ Appeal
																		
																	
	
																	
																		Committee member information
																		
																	
	
																	
																		Information
																		
																	
	
																	
																		Education
																		
																	
	
																	
																		The Constitution
																		
																	
	
																	
																		Church of Ireland Publishing
																		
																	
	
																	
																		Disestablishment 150
																		
																	
	
																	
																		Healthcare chaplaincy
																		
																	


														
													

												
												

												
											
										
										
	
										
											Our Faith
											
											
														
												
											
													
											
															
																	
																		Being a Christian
																		
																	
	
																	
																		What we believe
																		
																	
	
																	
																		39 Articles of Religion
																		
																	
	
																	
																		The Canons
																		
																	
	
																	
																		Church teaching
																		
																	
	
																	
																		How do I …
																		
																	
	
																	
																		Vocations
																		
																	


														
													

												
												

												
											
										
										
	
										
											Children & Youth
											
											
														
												
											
													
											
															
																	
																		Overview
																		
																	
	
																	
																		CIYD
																		
																	
	
																	
																		Children and Families Ministry
																		
																	
	
																	
																		Education
																		
																	
	
																	
																		Secondary Education Committee
																		
																	


														
													

												
												

												
											
										
										
	
										
											Prayer & Worship
											
											
														
												
											
													
											
															
																	
																		Our Worship
																		
																	
	
																	
																		Book of Common Prayer
																		
																	
	
																	
																		Lectionary
																		
																	
	
																	
																		The Church Year
																		
																	
	
																	
																		Worship News
																		
																	
	
																	
																		Worship Resources
																		
																	
	
																	
																		Church Music Resources
																		
																	


														
													

												
												

												
											
										
										
	
										
											Find a Church
											
											
										
										
	
										
											Parish Resources
											
											
										
										
	
										
											News
											
											
														
												
											
													
											
															
																	
																		Press Releases
																		
																	
	
																	
																		Diocesan News
																		
																	
	
																	
																		Committee News
																		
																	
	
																	
																		Irish Times Notes
																		
																	
	
																	
																		RCB Library Notes
																		
																	
	
																	
																		Upcoming Events
																		
																	
	
																	
																		Archived Committee News
																		
																	


														
													

												
												

												
											
										
										


						
											
						
					

				
				

			
			

		
		
		
		
		
			

				The page you have requested is outside the Church of Ireland website.

				You will shortly be redirected.

				Close Window
				
			

		
		

		
				

			
			
				
				
					Close
				
					
					
							
								
									[image: ]
								
									
									
										

									
									

								
								


					
					

				
				

			
			
			
		


		
			
			
			
				
				
					
					
						Back to Diocesan News
					
					
				
				

				
				
					
										
						
						
					
							News
							
						
					
							Diocesan News
							
						
					
					



					
							
						

							Diocesan News11 Nov 19

							
						
						
						Taoiseach and Secretary of State attend Remembrance Service in St Macartin’s Cathedral, Enniskillen

						
												
						
											
						The Remembrance Day Service in St Macartin’s Cathedral, Enniskillen, was attended by representatives from several governments including the Taoiseach, Mr Leo Varadkar TD.


The service, following the Remembrance Ceremony held at the Cenotaph in Belmore Street, Enniskillen, scene of the Remembrance Day bomb in 1987 which resulted in the deaths of 12 people, was led by the Dean of Clogher, the Very Revd Kenneth Hall, assisted by Monsignor Peter O’Reilly,
from St Michael’s Church. The preacher was the Bishop of Clogher, the Right Revd John McDowell.

Among those attending were Her Majesty’s Lord Lieutenant for County Fermanagh, Viscount Brookeborough; the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland, Mr Julian Smith MP, representing the UK Government; the Taoiseach, Mr Leo Varadkar TD, representing the Irish Government; the Deputy US Consul General, Bryan Wockley, representing the American Government; the Honorary Consul for Poland, Jerome Mullen, representing the Polish Government; and the former First Minister, Arlene Foster MLA, representing the Northern Ireland Assembly. All government representatives led the prayers.

The lessons were ready by John Jones,
Chairman of the Enniskillen Branch, Royal British Legion, Viscount Brookeborough, and Monsignor Peter O’Reilly.
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During the Act of Remembrance led by Dean Kenneth Hall, a page in the Book of Remembrance was turned and wreaths were laid at the War Memorial.

The Last Post and Reveille were sounded by Warren Kerr of Ballyreagh Silver Band.

Lt Col Mark Scott (Ret’d), Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers, led the words from the poem ‘They shall grow not old as we that are left grow old’ and the Piper’s Lament was played by Pipe Major Gordon McKeown, 4 UDR Association.

The Cathedral Choir accompanied by organist, Glenn Moore, sang the anthem, ‘The Mansions of the Lord’, and the collection was taken up for the Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal. 

The National Anthem was sung before the Blessing by the Bishop of Clogher.

In his address, the Bishop of Clogher said that almost all wars over the last 200 years had arisen from a failure to understand the destructive power of a certain type of nationalism.

He said that in the Great War and in others since, the state had managed to do something which the churches had been trying and failing to do for many years – to get young people to rally to its cause; in the case of the state the cause of the nation. In 1914 young people flocked to join up. 

Bishop McDowell said: “In 1914 that was a considerable achievement. There was a feeling in the years leading up to the Great War that the young were rebellious and discontented. Yet alongside their discontentedness and urge to rebel there lay another instinct for order and for disciplined action. An instinct and a desire for a great cause to be served by a great sacrifice.

“And by talking about the nation in a language which should have been reserved only for God, the church to some degree sawed through the branch on which it was sitting and had nothing else to offer when the war ended and the steady decline in numbers and in ethical power
(which continues to this day) began.

“But now with all our advantages of being able to see further along the great arc of history than our ancestors could, it is clear that, above all else, it is a nation which carries injustice in its womb which will find its nemesis in conflict. That injustice may be in relation to other nations. Wanting to be ‘first’ in a way that means others must be second or third and should be glad to be so. Wanting to be ‘great’ in a way which belittles others and requires them to defer to all that makes for the greatness of the great.

“But there is also a reckoning and a judgement for those nations which allow any internal injustice to persist for too long. Injustice that requires many of their citizens to live in austere circumstances or in an unfriendly environment. Or countries that devote their best efforts and their best minds to maintaining an economic system that has at its principal foundation the reef of sand called ‘asset values’, particularly the value of houses, while thousands of their citizens have no–where to lay their heads, no permanent home in which to build up their family life, or to realise the little dreams of domestic security which are the beating heart of truly democratic societies. Or a society which is deeply divided and frankly sectarian but where parties of power see advantage in division and reinforce it. Or a society which can see the continued anguish of people like those who suffered in this town 32 years ago but who have not the compassionate will to face up to the practical remedies for that suffering.

“In these islands with our history of democracy and cautious governance and close diplomacy, conflict across our borders or international conflict of any kind only takes place when we start to talk to one another with the candour of a friend but without the kindness of a brother. It happens too when those who are responsible (generally our civil servants) for guarding the treasury of wisdom in policy making and governance become politicised, or afraid to offer governments the accumulated institutional wisdom at their disposal, leavened by their own sober and mature judgement.”

Bishop McDowell said that injustice was also the greatest tragedy of war. 

He continued: “Some people make mistakes and other people pay the price. And it is principally the people who paid the price who we remember and pay tribute to today; but we do so in the face of a God of holy love who makes demands of us who do the remembering. We need to be careful that he is as pleased with us as we are with ourselves.

“We do not know what was in the minds of those young men from this parish whose names we read out earlier; or in the minds of the many millions who died in the Great War. What was in their minds when they ‘rallied to the colours’ or when they completed their training. Or when they first saw action, or first experienced fear. Or when they saw friends and comrades die or faced the hour of death themselves. We simply do not know.
But we do know that to have done as they did must have taken extraordinary courage and perseverance and, probably cheerfulness too.

“And we also know that 1919 wasn’t the end of it. It wasn’t the war to end all wars. We know that the campaign between good and evil drags on and that the evil world will not win in the end because in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ (the greatest battle ever fought and the highest price ever offered and paid) it failed to win the only time it ever could.”

Looking back at Germany, regarded as the most civilized country in the world before the outbreak of the Great War, he said that deep within itself it had also a frail seam and an old wound, which,
as was so often the case in individuals and in nations, expressed itself not as weakness, but as a belief in its own exceptionalism and its special place in history. 

Bishop McDowell said: “And the United Kingdom of those days also shared many of these characteristics. At the time of the Great War, on any scale of judgement, the UK was less successful than Germany had been in adjusting to, or indeed shaping, the modern world of the twentieth century. But with two notable exceptions; Britain (or at least England) had been a unified nation with a common culture for much longer than Germany; and, as an island nation, it had built up a much greater Navy. And it was around naval strength that a rivalry developed with Germany which escalated into poisonous competitiveness which eventually led to war. That is where the diplomacy of two of the most sophisticated chancelleries in the world foundered.

“And when you look back on the pronouncements and actions of the Churches at that time (churches and religion were a great deal more important in the affairs of nations then than they are now) you see evidence of our own fatal flaws which contributed to the causes of the war. The flaw of teaching people to think of God as their chief asset rather than as their eternal Judge. To want God to be on our side, rather than to take care that we are on his. The State had an important place for God. And they kept him in his place. And that place was to glorify the nation and not to vindicate and hallow His Name before all the nations of the earth. And to our shame both before and since the churches have abetted that sacrilege.

“All war and all conflict between nations are failures of diplomacy. That is as true today as it was in the run up to the Great War. And a failure of diplomacy is a failure to talk sympathetically,
intelligibly and truthfully across national boundaries. But that failure begins at home when Governments delude their own people and perhaps even delude themselves into unreal assessments of their virtues and vices. It happens when a certain type of political pharisaism is allowed to develop. Pharisaism ends in hypocrisy but it doesn’t begin there. It doesn’t begin in conscious duplicity but in an unconscious unreality, which makes false estimates of the world and of its own powers. It derives from a self–confidence that has never had its confidence shaken. It is not a disease of the mind but of the soul. It is so far removed from the true data of life that it doesn’t even suspect just how unreal it is. And it can be as deadly in political or civic life now as it was in religious and civic life in Germany in 1914.”

Bishop McDowell’s sermon is available in full here
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