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Safeguarding Vulnerable Adults
New Guidance Launched...

The Child Protection Officer was
part of the working group which
produced ‘Safeguarding Vulnerable
Adults - A Shared Responsibility’
which was launched by the
Department of Health and

Social Services in October 2010.

This guidance outlines standards for
good practice in the running of services
to vulnerable adults. It is specifically
aimed to help those who work in the
voluntary and community sectors

- including churches. Each parish in
Northern Ireland should have received
a copy. If your parish has not yet got

a copy please contact the Board of
Education office.

This guidance may be helpful if a
parish offers any of the following
types of activity to vulnerable adults:

+ Pastoral visiting teams
for the elderly

»  Luncheon club for the elderly

+  Counselling service for those
suffering mental illness

Support group for those
suffering addictions

+  Activities for adults with
learning difficulties

The guidance outlines standards

and good practice in the running of
any services to vulnerable adults and
has been commissioned by the
Department of Health, Social
Services and Public Safety.

Health Minister, Michael McGimpsey with

a copy of the new guidelines, with from left,
Meriel Grant - University of the Third Age,
Rosemary Magill - Women's Aid, Wendy
Osborne - Volunteer Now, Janet Montgomery -
Independent Health Care Providers and
Margaret Yarr CPO.

Please note that this is not official Church of Ireland Safeguarding Trust policy and
procedures - these will have to be drawn up and presented for approval to Standing
Committee of the General Synod. In the interim, parishes undertaking work with
vulnerable adults should find these generic guidelines very useful.
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Safeguarding Trust information
leaflet for parents and guardians

A leaflet for parents and guardians
has recently been developed and

Who has responsbily for
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Safeguarding Trust

Information for Patents
and Guardians

prauids when my chid jo s &

. 000000606 pre s
they entrust a child or young person w Q00w v
to the care of the Church. YRR AR IR IN) R
0000000 g
This leaflet i luable additi =) =
is leaflet is a valuable addition =1 Guwooeuu N, .

to the suite of Safeguarding Trust
resources and may be given to

parents or guardians when a child
is registered for a parish activity
or for a diocesan youth event.

The leaflet is set out in an accessible
question and answer format and
addresses issues such as:

*  What happens if there is a concern
of a child protection nature?

Leaflets are available to all parishes
free of charge and many have already
been distributed in each diocese.

Copies can be made available on .
church premises. The leaflet
could also be distributed
at a Sunday service

_ when the code is

being highlighted .
by the rector,
panel members
or organisation
leaders. +  Confidentiality

Why a code of good
practice is needed?

Who has responsibility for
Safeguarding Trust in the parish?

Please contact the Child Protection
Officer if you would like more
information or to receive
additional leaflets.

How are workers recruited?

* Information required

from parents We are grateful to Ecclesiastical Insurance

for supporting the publication of the leaflet.

Building Blocks Children’s Ministry
Conferences 2011 dates announced
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Belfast:

Saturday 12th November
Orangefield Presyterian Church

Board of £ Aucation office

023 9082 23600

Dublin:

Saturday 19th November
All Hallows College, Drumcondra

Revd lan Ellis and Mrs Claire Geoghegan -
members of the organising group for

the Building Blocks pictured at the
Belfast conference in 2010.

Keynote speaker: Nick Harding
Full details will follow later
in the summer.
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The following

is a useful Q&A
section which could
be included in a parish newsletter:

What is Safeguarding Trust?

Safeguarding Trust: the Church of
Ireland Code of Good Practice for
Ministry with Children is the Church
of Ireland’s child protection policy.

The code complies with regional
child protection guidelines
‘Our Duty to Care' (2008).

Why is a code of good
practice needed?

The aim of the policy is to create

a safe environment for children and
young people and to protect them
from all forms of abuse. It also
safeguards those who work with
children from the consequences

of unfounded allegations.

Parents have the right to expect
high standards when they entrust
their children to the church.

What is included in the code?
The code includes guidance on:

*  Areas of responsibility

* Recruitment, selection and
management of parish workers

*  Child protection reporting
procedures

+  Codes of conduct for workers*
and children and young people

*  Sharing information

*  General safety and management

*Worker means all who, at times share
in the church’s ministry with children.

Who has responsibility
for Safeguarding Trust
in the parish?

The parish panel has responsibility
for overseeing the implementation
and use of Safeguarding Trust. The
panel is a sub-committee of the
Select Vestry. It is made up, normally,
of the rector and two or more lay
people, men and women who are
not directly involved with youth
ministry at parish level.

An MS Word format of this
article is available from the CPO.
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AccessNI Forms...
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‘Vetting and Barring Scheme
‘Update April 2011

11 February 2011

Following a period of consultation,
the findings of the Government
review into the Vetting and Barring
Scheme were published. There

are 14 recommendations in

total which include:

*  Regulated activity roles will
be redefined
Registration of the work force
will be abolished
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