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CHAPTER XVII 

PART I 
 

1. In this Chapter – 
a. the “Relevant Authorities” means the Charity Commission for Northern Ireland (in Northern 

Ireland) and the Charities Regulatory Authority (in the Republic of Ireland); 
b. the “Statement of Charitable Purpose and Objects (NI)” means the Statement of Charitable 

Purposes and Objects contained in Part II of this Chapter; 
c. the “Statement of Charitable Purpose and Objects (ROI)” means the Statement of Charitable 

Purposes and Objects contained in Part IV of this Chapter; 
d. the “Statement of Public Benefit” means the Statement of Public Benefit contained in Part III of 

this Chapter. 
 

2. The Church of Ireland hereby adopts the Statement of Charitable Purpose and Objects (NI) and the 
Statement of Charitable Purpose and Objects (ROI). 
 

3. The Church of Ireland hereby adopts the Statement of Public Benefit. 
 

4. Henceforth, bodies governed by the laws of the Church of Ireland registering as charities under the 
Charities Act (Northern Ireland) 2008 in Northern Ireland shall be bound by and use the Statement of 
Charitable Purpose and Objects (NI) and the Statement of Public Benefit when submitting registering 
documents to the Charity Commission for Northern Ireland.  
 

5. Henceforth, bodies governed by the laws of the Church of Ireland registering as charities under the 
Charities Act 2009 in the Republic of Ireland shall be bound by and shall use the Charitable Purpose and 
Objects (ROI) when submitting registering documents to the Charities Regulatory Authority. 
 

6. No amendment may be made by the General Synod to the Church’s charitable purpose and objects 
clauses that would cause the Church of Ireland or any part thereof to cease to be a charity at law. 
 

7. The income and property of any body governed by the laws of the Church of Ireland and registering as a 
charity with one or other of the Relevant Authorities shall be applied solely towards the promotion of its 
main object(s) and in accordance with the Statement of Charitable Purpose and Objects (NI) or the 
Statement of Charitable Purpose and Objects (ROI), as applicable. 
 

8. No portion of the income and property of any body governed by the laws of the Church of Ireland and 
registering as a charity with one or other of the Relevant Authorities shall be paid or transferred directly 
or indirectly by way of dividend, bonus or distribution of profit to members of that body. 

 
9. The provisions of this section and of sections 6, 7 and 8 shall not be amended, altered or repealed save 

with the consent of the Relevant Authorities. 
 

10. Save as hereinafter provided provisions of this Chapter shall not apply to the registration of a Local 
Ecumenical Partnership as a charity with either of the Relevant Authorities. Registration of a Local 
Ecumenical Partnership as a charity with either of the Relevant Authorities shall be in accordance with 
such regulations as may be made by the Standing Committee of the General Synod pursuant to section 11 
A(2) of Chapter 9 of the Constitution of the Church of Ireland and as may be approved by the Relevant 
Authorities.  

Part II 
 

STATEMENT OF CHARITABLE PURPOSE AND OBJECTS (NI) 
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 The charitable purpose of the Church of Ireland is the advancement of religion. The principal function of the 
[insert name of relevant body] is to support the advancement of the Christian religion by promoting, through the 
work of the [insert name of relevant body] the whole mission of the Church, pastoral, evangelistic, social, 
educational and ecumenical. Being open to and engaging with society as a whole and offering support for those 
needing help are fundamental to the practical delivery of the benefits of Christianity.  As a result of activity in the 
pursuit of the advancement of the Christian religion, the [insert name of relevant body] has custody of property 
and of records, materials and artefacts of significance to the cultural and religious heritage and maintenance of 
which is undertaken by the [insert name of relevant body].   
 
 
 
 
  
 

Part III 
 

STATEMENT OF PUBLIC BENEFIT (NI) 
Purpose 1  

The expression of the precepts of the Christian religion through engagement with the general public, and 
in particular with the disadvantaged, the sick, the elderly and the young is a public benefit. This can be 
measured and evidenced through increased social integration and pastoral care delivered at the point of 
need. The direct benefit of participation in Church life includes the enjoyment of public worship and the 
giving and receiving of pastoral ministry, improved understanding of the values relating to civic 
engagement, community cohesion and providing a bridge between diverse groups as well as improved 
educational outcomes through the Church’s ministry of teaching. 

The beneficiaries are the general public, and the public valuation of the benefits can be evidenced 
through attendance at public worship, participation in Church governance and willingness to support 
through contributions the continuing witness of the Church. The wider benefit to the public will outweigh 
any detriment arising in the course of Christian outreach. Any private benefit arising out of the fulfilment 
of our Christian ministry or to lay staff is essential to the fulfilment of the purpose of the advancement of 
religion. No Trustee may receive remuneration, reward or other private benefit for carrying out their 
Trustee responsibility.  

Purpose 2 

The direct benefits flowing from this purpose include the provision of archive records, public enjoyment 
of cultural and historic buildings and artefacts such as church plate, furnishings and materials as well as 
an overall improved appreciation of longstanding Christian heritage. 

This is demonstrated through on-going provision of access to records and the use made of these records 
in, for example, research and genealogy, through conservation efforts in respect of records, property and 
artefacts and the subsequent and continued requests for access and use of our materials by wider society. 
There is no harm arising from the purpose. The beneficiaries are the general public. No private benefit is 
received by Trustees fulfilling their Trustee responsibilities in respect of these records, buildings or 
artefacts, but in the course of conservation and to make these accessible to the public, the engagement of 
professional staff and services is essential but incidental to the fulfilment of the purpose.  

Part IV 
 

STATEMENT OF CHARITABLE PURPOSES AND OBJECTS (ROI) 
 
  

1. The Charitable purpose:  
The Charitable purpose of the [insert name of relevant body] of the Church of Ireland is the advancement 
of religion.  

 
2. The Charitable objects:  
(i) The principal function of the [insert name of relevant body] of the Church of Ireland  is to 

support the advancement of the Christian religion by promoting, through the work of the [insert 
name of relevant body], the whole mission of the Church, pastoral, evangelistic, social,  
educational and ecumenical. Being open to and engaging with society as a whole and offering 
support for those needing help are fundamental to the practical delivery of the benefits of 
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Christianity.  As a result of activity in the pursuit of the advancement of the Christian religion, 
the [insert name of relevant body] has custody of property and of records, materials and artefacts 
of significance to the cultural and religious heritage and maintenance of which is undertaken by 
the [insert name of relevant body].’ 

 
(ii) No charity trustee as defined by section 2(1) of the Charities Act, 2009 of a parish shall be 

appointed to any office of the parish paid by salary or fees, or receive any remuneration or other 
benefit in money or money’s worth from the parish. However, nothing shall prevent any 
payment in good faith by the parish in respect of: 

 
a) the performance by the select vestry of its obligations under section 24 of Chapter III of the 

Constitution and under the Glebe Rules (as contained in Chapter XIII of the Constitution) to 
repair, maintain and insure each glebe or other ecclesiastical residence in the parish and to 
provide for same such carpets, curtains and equipment as may be determined by regulation of 
the diocesan council; 

b) reasonable and proper remuneration to any member or servant of the parish (not being a 
charity trustee) for any services rendered to the parish; 

c) interest at a rate not exceeding 1% above the Euro Interbank Offered Rate (Euribor) per annum 
on money lent by charity trustees or other members of the parish to the parish; 

d) reasonable and proper rent for premises demised and let by any member of the parish 
(including any charity trustee) to the parish; 

e) reasonable and proper out-of-pocket expenses incurred by any charity trustee in 
connection with his or her attendance to any matter affecting the parish; 

f) fees, remuneration or other benefit in money or money’s worth to any company of which a 
charity trustee may be a member holding not more than one hundredth part of the issued capital 
of such Company; 

g) any payment by the parish to a person pursuant to an agreement entered into in compliance 
with section 89 of the Charities Act, 2009 (as for the time being amended, extended or 
replaced).’ 
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