To K S January 10 1922 Dublin

I think I must really speak my mind , even if it is &
little risk todo so . I do not want the " Irish Free
state"to be started. I am 80 absolutely certain that it will only
break down completelys. I would soomer it were still born , and
néver get to work at all. The Northern Parliament is perfectly
horrible. Belfast is passing under the control of the mob « There
There is no law at all up there. The other day there was an inguest
held on I9 persons killed in a bomb explosion, and riot. Iwonder if
this got into the English papers. Here everyone was rather full of
it. The distriet inspector R I C said that there were about 7 OGO
men of the " cormer boy type " , armed with revolvers of a patternm
which he thinks is American, and till these men are disarmed nothing
can be done to quiet the city. A juror asked very sensibly if the
importation of ammunition from America could not be stopped ? The
goroner said that in his opinion there is a large Bolshevist asso-
ciation keeping up the party quarrel in Belfast for the purpose of
plunder, A juryman then said that the working classés were being
gulled, and how could " young fellows who have been out of work for
months * get money to provide themselves with amaunition ¥ Er
Campbell X C , who appeared 1o represent the relations of one of the
dead people , said it was wrong to attack the authorities for the

present state of things " improvement must come from within ®
" The authorities must be assisyted by pubdic spirited right

minded persons " Now what is the sense of talking like that 7
How can the most right minded eivilian in Belfast stop the impore

tation of bullets from America 7 However much publiec spirit one has
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one cannot break up an association whose object is plunder. That

is what " the authorities exist to do for us. Why pay taxes, and as
a Belfast tax and rate payer I speak feelingly, why pay these vast
sumg of money if we are to be told that we , the eivil population,
are to take upon ourselves the work of administration, whieh all
eivilized peoples agree to hand over to their govermnments 7 We have
no secret police, we have no forces at our command, we have no
training, no leisure to put suech forces in motion if we did command
them, It is just rubbish to tell us to quiet Belfast.

And yet for all that it fails so signally the Northern Parlia-
ment is in a much stronger position in many ways than the Dail.

It is quite unitédd in itself, It is said that the R Cs were forcibly
kept away from the polls so that there might be a Unionist victory

in the elections . Anyway there was a very big Protestant and
Unionist victory, and practically the little Parliament is at oney
while the Dail is so rent from top to bottom that it can only decide
these vital matters by these tiny majorities. I see this morning
de Valera was only allowed to resign by a majority of two.

Then again the Northern Parliement is quite good friends with
Westminster, and can make reasonable use of the King's army, whereas
1 understand that the " British troops * are to be totally with-
drawn from the twemty six counties as fast as possible. The unhappy
Dail will then have no force at its command except its own " Irish

Republican army* which is & voluteer force at present, What the I R A
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will do if the Dail proposes to enforce regular discipline remains

to be seen « I should think if anyone were seriously punished for
angthing that a good number of the men would Just throw down their
arms, and say they did not join to help in that sort of thinge.

What iw to happen about the R I ¢ I am not sure, because to
tell you the truth I think the treaty so entirely visibnary
that I did not trouble to read it yet. In Belfast the emn got the
choice, Would they enlist again as a police force under the Northern
Parliament ? Or would they retire with such money allowance as the
Westminster Parliament would make to its servants retiring under
ordinary circumstances ? The retiring allowances were in most
cases good. They were calculated I see on some special recommen-
dation of gomeone’s, and were very favourable to the men. There are
at precsent about I 000 R I C men in Belfast, and more than 600 have
taken the Westminsgter pensions, and are leaving the force, Those
who remain will be reorganized in March » and I undergtand combined
with the specials, the men you know who Keeeesed lialachy, When that
happens the last hope will be gone. Such was the tradition of the
0ld R I C that many people trust them still. No one trusts the iy
specials in the least, apart from what one feels sure of in ome's
own mind. The oddest stories are told about them. I hear they are
to have some more training. At present they are put in charge of
the streets after a few weeks instruction, instéad of a three year's
eourse, such as was the R I ¢ rule. Also they are allowed to serve
anywhere . In the R I ¢ a man was not employed within so many miles

01 the place where he enlistedand that was a most excellent rule
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because it caused the force to be strangers. But query Can you
enforce that particular rule in the six county area ? Have you
space ¥

1 hear that the best of the eivil servants were like the
RIC. They took what momey they couldget from Westminster, and

resigneds The Northern departments are now in the hands of inex-
perienced men

#ﬂﬂ#ﬂ ggx newly promoted .

I have scen several notices in the papersy ( and again I do
not know if this penetrates to England ) that Co Domegal is in the
hands of highwaymen. They go about both by night and by day, and they
rob lonely farms, ¥ and they hold people up on the roads. Their
object is just robbery. There were one or two articles about them
in the papers, and then silence. If the Free State is set up 1
tuink they willi get possession everywheres I am sure in my own mind
that if Ireland is really to rule itself from withim the frenchise
must be raised, obviously the people who now vote are unable to
govern the country. Anarchy is coming in before our eyese. 1 think
myself that a period of martial law is inevitable, but where to get
martial law ? That i: thetrouble . VWhat they called martial law
last year was mere military license. Tgey turned an armed mob loose
on the country people. That is a great deal worse than useless »

What is wanted is law very strictly enforced on the soldierse.

In the first place I would only have men of good character

employed I would send regiments where discipline was well maintained.

and where the men had seen a good deal of serviee. I ¥ would say




To X S January 10 1922

that drunksmess would be most severely punished, and that robbery
would be followed by death. I believe you do gay that under some
circumstances, and I would keep to it. As ofor burning houses, or
for touching property, or burning crops such things would be
unimaginable where my men came. There would be no curfew, no inter-
ference with markete or fairs. On the contrary all assistence would
be given to all forms of lawful activitye Tge goldiers would hunt
out the highwaymen, who would be tried if possible before civil
courtsy; and then treated in the mostiriendly manner possible, and
very likely helped to emigrate. The only people against whom
geverity would be shown would be those who were the actual agents
forthose gentry on the continent, The whole of my etrength would
be spent in eesnling Ireland hermetically against that outside
influence, but internally I wovld make pcace , and have everyone at
my feet in a fortnight. Poor dears, They are supporting this silly
0old treaty because they think the Dail can manage, and will make some
kind of peace, and I feel sure it cannot,

Of course I do see it is very difficult, Here is Europe all
arranged in such countries as are right according to some distinction
or other . I suppose those eastern places are arranged according to
gom: scheme of " nationalit., " And they that 1&‘what is wrong with
Vienna, The railways are laid out to suit the old Austrian Empire,
and they do not suit the new national divisions, Therefcere they
are not half, or a guarter the usé they used to be for the purposes
of trade and communication, and that does really mean starvation for
for a lot of peoples. I think probably Lloyd George is greatly
pleased with the mew delimitstions of territory, and thinks that gfX¢
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after a little while these natural race distinctions will work
out all right, gqnd new railways be built, and the whole thing
accomodate itself,

And I expect he thinks something like that will wwork out in
Ireland. The North being really quite different in race and
religion is really better parted from the South, and the South
will be all right. It will gradually find out for itself what
suits it, and will get it. Robbery and so forth is an accident,
evidently you cannot allew highway robbery, in time everyome will
join and put down eriminels, and meantime he must really go to
Cannes , or to Washington, or wherever it may be, and deal with
large affairs. Ireland is only a small matter after alls I do

not think he is statrsman enough to see that there are no such th
things as small matters. The merest trifle may be an indication
which you cannot afford to miss. You may in a little place like
Ireland make statements of the poliey and plan uow being pursued
by the Prime Minister of England which will resound to earth's
furthest limite,

I cannot believe that L1G has not had his head turned by
all he has been through . Your own aeroplane to go over to Paris
your invitation to world conferences on questions of the first
moment to eivilization, all that perpetually , it must be a great
gtrain on anyone. It is all done on a far larger scale than
anyone ever attempted before, and I do think it would require
genius of the first order to be able for instance to see the ideal
of the League of Nations, and at the same moment pay proper

attention to the appearance of highwaymen in Donegal. And
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I am sure that L1 ¢ has not genius, he has not more than great
cle iexness.

T was outgide the University, the National you kuow, Barlse
fort Place on Saturdays There was & small crowds You had to make
your way through it , it was big enough for thats 1t was eight
when I was there, the division being announced for eight thirty.
1 nade my way half through and then turned back , as it was of
course quite dark, and I do not like even small crovdss But I
could have got through to Stephen®s Green gquite eagily had I
really wished ite

There was the game kind of erowd cutside the iiansion House
on Sundsy while de Valera was holding a private meeting of his
gupporters » But there is no enthusiasm, and no excitements The
ghopg are wild for peace, everyone ig vwi1d for peace , and settled

there is a good xeal of passing of

H

gevernment, and therelor
resclutions, and s¢ on, uin favour of the Treaty, but as for enthue
giasm, or joy, or amything like that 1t is congpicuous by its

absence Do you remember how when Natiomal I_surauce first

came in L1 & wanted to celebrate a " Natiomal Joy Day "7 and tacn
it appeared that national ingurance was girt about with every kind
of difficulty, and that we felt more bewildéred than delighted, and t
the Joy Day had to Dbe dropved I guess there will be no joy day
here whatever happens

1 will tell you one thimng moXe. You remember that liss

-

ditford 9 Well ghe came %o see me, and she tells me that the

digeipline in Dublip Castle is what you mever would belisve.
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Drink, Jdlesness, gambling, and the most extreme forms of
flirtation between the young men and maidens employed. She is
perfectly overjoyed to be out of it, Imagine that at guch &
erigig there iz mo ome 1o insigt on proper conduets I think
people at the top are in despair, end are just giving wup the
mole thing s a bad Jobe tut to feel that chaes is in the

Gagtle too is depressinge

January 13

vou will have seen the last horrid mews. ¥résh vioclence in
Belfast, and apparently the grumiin is getting one of the
worst places mow. T"e worst was on Wednesday A% breakfast time
there was a bomb explosion and but for the conductor whe made
pis car tear like the mischief90 men would have been killed, at
least zo one of the papers said. It was & workman's car going
to the Islaund.

Those two young people were at their breakfast in Hooker
gtreet ( parallel with Eyverton Street five streets higher up )
and they heard the crash, and an outburst of rifle fire that
followed, and they ran %0 the door to see what it was, and
apparentlyywith deliheration three shots were fired, and lirs
Anderson fell dead, and Anderson staggered back into the
kitchen and fell dead too, and the ehildren who were in bedran
down, and found their parents lying dead on the floor. Vhat
happenad later I gannot fully meke out. Two women in two houses
in the game street heard knocking and went to the door, and

ken were outgide and ehot them. They were not killedy, but were
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taken badly wounded to hospital. After that the crowd got

* goruly * , and the police"had to fire® and today there is
no mores I do not follow it. Hooker Street is next door to
Herbert Streat, whers the Halfpennye live, and it is my great
fear that I shall de distinetly told some day by gomecne

that such a one in Booker Street was in the lorry on the
12th June. It has been gaid in a remndabout ways and 1 very
regolutely rafused 10 hear any mOTE. What use in hearing ¥

* That was my first jdes; and 1 thought these two women who

were shot might pelong Yo suspected ramilies. They were

neiggvours of the Andersons , and their names were Yrs Maginuois \

and Mrs Bowmals They were 48 and BO + Amdther woman was shot

jater in the day in the evening, 1 think in the same way in Fifth

street., Bhe opened when someone knocked. Fifth gtreet is between
the Shankill, and Falls Road. 1 dO not know anything
about the locality.

Today there Appears in the paper & letter fvom the
Bighop » the Moderator , and the Head of the Hethodists,
and they say that people nominally connected with protestant

chiurches have % pe come invelvedin the c¢irele of crime® and

they denounce the crimes, 0T st least crime in general with

gome Vigoule ¢ would be a nice jetter, only that they say the

Protestants were not the original ageressor sy which is a

highly controversial statement.
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Yesterday Thursday 1I7th I stood in Da,e¢ gtreet and watched
with the crowd for the giving over of the Castle to the Provision=-
al Goverament. It has haunted me ever sinces I did not see snything
There wag just the usual swall crowd that is attracted by anything
connected with the Free State, aud I stood & vhile and chatted
with the people, and then came awey. I believe Criffith came later,
anc took over charge, but it was horrid beyond vordse.

Ope woman said to me * I wap afraid of the black and tans, 1
am glad they are going, but I am sorry the goldiers are going,
everyone is sorry the soldiers are going "

Then I went on and found a group loocking cu , and rather
cheerful, and one ¢f them began how awful it had been last yeares
I asked if she bed lived in & very bad quarter ? She paid On the
quays, anc she had been expecting the birth of & vast oaby,
then sleeping in her arms She had been waked at A7¥Y night again
and agzin by the firiag and explosions , and che had got up and
evouched down under the window for fear of shote coming ine I know
that is what they say iz the safest place. Three times shec was in
guch pain that she thought the baby was coming, and went over to
the hospital where he was o be borm, and each time ghe got better
and wame home again . what ghe chiefly feared was the Black
and Tans in her rvoom. They never did come but you never knew the

n they might buret open the doer and rTuch in, But her

B
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baty had come all right, he uap none tae WOTES. Poor child 1 hope
he is not really injured amy way, but it is 00 soon to tell yet.

gomething was said about good intentions, and 1 sald " What is
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wanted is good inteuntions, and gstrength to carry them out® ‘L
And ome woman looked at me with such a grim, a wink very mearly,
and she said " Yes, that is what worries cne . 1 was vather
startled; because the extreme feebleness of Dail Zrin I

mean its uwiler lack oY resources is what worrles W, wut I did

not
know that it also worried the plebse.

Then one of them blamed de Valera, and said that the

delegates had beeu told to bring buck peace at any price, and
had done 80 y and I cbserved the remark becuunse a man to whom I
ggoke on Sunaay saidthat they had far exceoded thelir POWETS »
and had no right 10 agrec tc snything uwnknown to de Valera.

80 there you have the two points of views

fhen some of them gaid that the sun was shining, eand
that it was a great dayy and Ireland was goming inte her own

after centuries ¢f oppression. And 1 said it was VeIry amusing

to watch a crowd , put I had te g° unfortunatelys 8o I laft

Liichle

50 000 soldisrs are peing withdrawn from the southern
sounties, I hear some of the smaller garrisén towns will be

ruined., They bave never been withoudv regiments 10 cater for

hefore.
have heard ne more fyom Belfast. (b yes 1 have., Kathleen

Huggard came to see me one day, and ghe says that it was like

~

a battle when she was there for a religious convention they hade.
ghe was somcwhere near the workhouse , and one night especially

the machine guns were awful, and some officers that were there
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gaid that the guns were firing blank , and they were greatly
upset about it becausge apparently firing blank is consid-

gred most unsvortsmenlike, After 2 time people get to think there

is no real dangery in gung, and they g0 or rioting s OF whatever
it ig , whether soldiers appear OT not, and then you have to put
in ball, snd kill ever o many to make them gee it 18 reals It
is really better always to fire to ¥ill, borrid as it soundse
1f there is never plank firing at all the very gound of the
reguler marching as the goldiers come UPs gende them offe

vou know I have peard that before, and I believe I saw it

gomewhere in printed instructions, and I thought 1t ©0 very
much when 1 saw the rict in Bverton gtreets The people were stonin
gtoning the public house, and going utierly mad witk excitement,
and all at once there was & rush asg of many waterss and 1 looked
out and the shole street full of rioters were running 8 they
tnought, for their livee, snd an armoured car nad jus? appeared,
and a gouple of gUmNe were pointing down at thnele Tpe place
was deserted in & couple of gshakess and hat I thought 80 idietic
wag that tone gun gstood there for an nour or WOXE, and gradually
a few camd vack, and the goldiers got chatting with them, and

PAg B8 sort of showing eff thelr apmoured cars i trought it mads T
The gun mignt 5ave stayed for & aoile, but it gagkt to have had
geniries round ity all on duty not speaking to anycus and 1
thipk I should nave ordered anyoue away woo ghowed thempelves
jn the street at all while the gun Was theres 1 would have
had people think it a most alarming objects and these idiots
of soldiers has girls standing round it, and all laughing and

helf flirting, 14 was madnesse
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All that misbehaviour at the Cagtle is the fault ¢f either the
goldiers, or the Black and Tans. There is ne sccial life at the
Castle now. There has been no season since before the ware The
Castle itself has been in the hande of the * Auxilliaries ® and 1
said were they ®» ldiers or peslice 7 Wisgs Mitford did not kuow,
aihd said she knew as little about them as she possibly could. The
bostel where she lived wos beside the Castle, adjoining it prace
tieally, and in it were women whec came over for clerical work.
Everyone was English, and the men were married moctly, and their
wives were in England, because sines that 2Ist of Fovember officers
were not allowed to live in lodgings, and the Castle had no space
for wives., So these grass widowers and the occeupants of the hostel
went on as deseribed, and it FddS reached a piteh where my informant
had thoughts of appealing to the Arc bishop because cverything was
g0 dreadful, and in the hostel there were no ruleg at all cutside
work hours. You couvld come and go, and you could come in al any hour
you pleased, or stay out all night. lo questions were asked as long
as you did your office work. Of course a thing like that could
have been quite easily stopped  If the higher military asuthorities
had chosen the hogtel couvld have been under military ruleg, lights
out at such an houyr, and permigeion apked if you wanled t¢ sleep out,

and definite rules about peopl e paying calls., It is so slack , =0

)
!
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Here is a thing Kathleen Huggard told me. They have
been haviug this sort of little ¥Swanwlek in Belrast for the
Student Wovewent people. There were 2560 peoplis , and they were

sunnon and Derry and

athered in from places abovi Belfaest, bur

&0 one. Mips Hugeard said it wasrperfectly ewlfunl providing for

them becauge the post ceemed so wncertoins. They were to write

to the railvey and get vouehers, and then get tickeis at halfl ...
price, and the complaints weve aulte endlesn, Vhy Bad they pever .

z

#Hidd received vouchers t "hy had they khed vo offers of hospitalit)
Wey baé they mever had e progromme of the (oulerenes ? And all

these thinge had been cent, and the real gue:
bad they never received them 7 One Jetlsx was DOST ed to Eiiss
Puggard in Dublin, and ghe d4id woT recelve v £33 mhurdaye
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goeod many not pipponded U0 yete Ihey May 4ave £05 chere safely,
alsc they may be losht, and I feel & Lowrid doubla
ious aboet is that before Coristmas I
cent by post £3 woerth ol locls L0 dowR 0 LaLuBye o make wp for
rut in & vepiisals That tys Wmac pimge il shousa net write
ig net so ubrange, vat way Goes My C'Couneli Zeep eileace 7 I
Yave written to bim twice, aud I hepe it is ouwly procrastination,
put thege Belfagt irregularities make oue uneasys

1 have a feeling of exhaustion over the whols pubiic life

ef Irelamd , as if nobody had energy to go omw looking after
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anything. Are you aware of that in London %

You saw yourself how little people care about the Dail,

I mean how little the man in the street cares. He is not roused to

mske crowds or anything like that, and I see no vigour , or real
hopefulness anywheres.

One thing that those women said yesterday was this. I said
" Belfast is the most disturbed place now , we are quiet for the
moment® and with elfish laughter they all eried out® Oh yes we
are very quiet fur the moment o If it does net all begin again
te..o® and we all began to laugh as if we had gaid something
funnye

You know really and truly I think everybedy is paralized
by the feeling that it will begin again in some newish form.
some whistle to keep up their spirits, and some are like me and
hold their tongues to a great extent, but I think there ig the
greatrst possible feeling of ingecurity, end that it paralizes e
effort in all directionse.

26 January 1922

Te K S
Miss B said to me today " We , the loyalists, are beaten,

and we had better submit with a good grace. But some people
feel it differently. They say no good will come fromf a Parlia-
ment founded in murder. Wgat do you think ? I say we should
submit and hope they will do very well " " Oh well " said I
rather put to it for an answer " I do not think they can be
strong because they have been s0 lawless themselves. All the

Parliaments have been lawless, all are weak. I hold with the
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Churche I think it will survive the State. I think she really is
at her wit's end. AShe has had some horrid experience, I forget

Just what it was. Some friend of hers was killed in some horrid

way « She hag had a very bad time over it.

Tye wave of crime seems quieter now. Beliaust has not been in
the papers for several days, and there is less said about grime in
other places. 1 feel no relief whatever; it is only a pause.
February & 1922 bublin To K 8

The outrages are over in Beliast. I am very greatly afraid
that there was a " truce " between Dail Erin and the Northern
Parliament. Those very abominable murders I told you of were on
January Ilth, then a few days later the ocutrages on both sides
left off all at once. On January 2b6th it was anncunced that
Craig and Collins had met in London, and arrvanged to stop the
boycott. On Jan 28th there wasg a notice in the paper that the state
of the city was so much improved that curfew would ceape on Monday
Jan 30th , which as I undergtand has happened. It is vile
beyond words If Craig and Collins could stop the outrages it showed
that they knew a very great deal more about them than they ought
to have known. Of course I g¥d Y¢dX)y always did really know that
about Craig, but it ig rather horrible to have it forced like that
upon one's attentions I hoped till the very last moment that he
vas & good man guite powerless, now I rank him along of Collins etce.

1 am sending you a hysterical publication c¢alled The Republie
of Ireland, just to show what form the medness is taking nows I

understand that as soon ag the Houege of Qommons ¢onsents there will




Te K S February 3 1922 February 10 publin

be & Gemeral Election over here, and de Valera #ill try to get a
republican candidate in everywhere, and likely he may succecd.
It will I suppose be the first general election contested in
Ireland in living memory. And some people are still quite

tete montee, and going cn about the glories of * our free state"
It is a horrid exhibition, the whole thing is.

To X 8 Yed 10

1f one did remark on public affairs now-a-daysone would
say that it was unwise to take all those soldiers out of Ireland,
and to give all the strong places over to the I R A before the
Free State was even set upe. Why no wait at least untill the House
of Commons had ratified the agreement ? and till someone had
taken charge of the I R A %

You see it calls itself by those letters which mean Irish
Republican Army, and it is a matter which affords much interest-
ing discussion over here to ask who is really in command of ite.
Collins is I think supposed to be at its head, but then why is
it republican ? Also if Griffith has anything to say to it why
does he not get those men released 7 As he is being besought to
do by the people at Nestminster. Also why should six hundred
more soldiers, King George's soldiers, be removed from Ireland
yesterday , while the kidnapped people are not only not fortheouming
but are having their numbers added to ¥

1 think posterity will notice all this, but somehow we are
past noticing it., It is very odd. I wonder what this apathy is
which envelops us all. i think really the affairs of Ireland in

particular, and of the empire in general are now entrusted to
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people who are far too ignorant to be able to administer them,
and the effect of that is a general paralysise

We all really think that the govermment is quite incapable,
and that it is mo use to apply to it. Petitions to Farliament ete
are quite out of date, some of us regort to methods of vioclence,
gome take to prayer, some do nothing at all., I think this is the
explanations

I am sure future ages will blame our inaction, but at this
* moment I do not see what we could do. Obviously , and on the face
of it & government which evacuates its barracks , and its strong
places under such circumstances is utterly unworthy of confidence, &
and you cannot ask it for advice , or for help about anything.
Algso obviously decent people eannot gide with those who resort to
violencu.

I do not see what we can do but wait till some right minded
person arises, whom we can support, and in the meanwhile be s0

right minded ourselves that a certain amount of solidity remains

in the national existence. i think if you canuot keep a real
national life you may yet preserve smaller elements out of which
pnational life will blossom some day. And reallyn it is not the
small elements that one preserves, it ies very great elements.

Now I have it., The 1life of the nation can no longer express
itself through the great institutions which were once national,
and of which the House of Commons was for many years the chief.

Therefore it is more than ever important to keep such things as

the Guild of Witness in existence, because they can be kept sound,
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and through them the national life may express itself and that will
keep it alive till it is possible again to have real govermment.

I have been carrying on an exhaustive search, and have just
made it clear to myself which the six counties are which Sir James
Craig so very wrongly denominates "™ Ulster * They are all
the counties of Ulster except Cavan, Monaghan,and Donegal, and we
may remember the three exclugded ones by the formula " Covenant
* Dont Matter " which was in prgectice what Carson said to them when

they complained of being left outside the 8ix County area. Or at

least when the signers of the Covenant in those counties com~

plained of same.




From Sir ?brbert Stephen 4 Rosary Gardens LondonI2 Feb I922
Dear Ros

: vees Your letter to K received yesterday interestéd me
prodigiously. I entirely agree with practically all of it.
except that I have mever attached so much importance as you to
the Covenant which Didnt ¥ Matter. In my opinion they never do
for more than a few months, which is a good reason for not making
them.

Do you think the " general election " will ever occur ?

I mean the ome in the twemty six counties which the Lord
Chancellor, and all sanguine Englisbhmen , expect to be held " in
a few weeks ( why not this week I do net know ) and to give
Collins-Griffith a " sweeping majority " over de Valera-
Childers, which will finally settle the hash of the latter. I can
not remember any historical instance of Kerensky beating Lenin,

unless it was Oliver Cromwell, who must have been Lenin to

several Kerenskys before he XZLAA/KEXEnskyingXs vegan

Kerensking himself, if he ever did. I see no reason at present
to suppose that Collins is an O C . When I do I shall begin to
consider whether he does not deservesuch moral support as I can
conveniently give himlMleanwhile the seizure and retention of
what we call the " Ulster hostages " look to me as much like the
beginning of avowed civil war as anything could. Ig so I think
under present conditions what~ought-to=be=our-Government will
have to help"Ulster®

The question appears to be " is our civilization a

failure ?" or " Is the Caucasian played out ?" If f¢f yea it

is more the latter than the former. According to Flinders




From H 8 ZIondon 12 Fedbruary 1922
Petri, whose short account of the 7 guccessive civilizations lastin
1450 yvears apiece is seldom for long out of my mind, or the faect
that he dates thig one from about 450 A D there will be no
recovery till after a period of ecomplete barbarigm,; and the
coming into existence of a new race by means of our interbreeding
with a Conguering Horde (? Chinese or Russian or Jap) ©Being
partly sanguine myself 1 ineline to yvour belief { wpitten at
christmas ) that for this time we shall outstay and defeat the
foreign anarchists who find the money. In faet I am betting
6 to 4 on its Byt surely no one can deny that Li G and his
companions are mad, and madder than Hamlet ever Mg thought
the Znglish, And even with the modest hope that I in fact ghare
with you, I may reasonably as & matter of today's Irish
politics subseribe myself

y & b ( your affect brother )

Mr laclManon

( Wote by R § ) Mr MacMehon was a golicitor who on being con-
sulted by a friend of curs on the state of her affairsssaid

®* There is nothing before you MNadam , vut ruin, the blackest

ruin *
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To K B February 24 1922

The classes go raging on. T,e Archbighop told Mr Quigley
to give all the lessons he could, and te comsider it a very impore
tant part of his work for about a year. They all wish very much
that the Church should have plenty of Chureh teachers in Irish.
Otherwice all the learners must go to the Gaelic¢ League:u I paid
* I am sure the Aveubishop is right to take that line, but I myself
do not think the classes will gu on for a years I think it will be
egivil war before that " ®* It looks very like it * said lNr
Quigley without turning a hair. i am glad people speak & little
about eivil war. I has come s0 near now I do uot feel as I did a
little while ago that it is wromg to put oune's expectations in
WOrBe I feel there is no power anywhere that cam keep order,
and that can only end in an outburst of fighting.

From a general viet all over ithe couniyxy I feel there might
be evolved some force which could keep ordery, but I do notl see how
it is going to come otherwise as we have been mad gnocugh to throw

away all the imstitutions oul of which better omes rmight have

* evolved in peace.
‘ I sce that in Belfast there have been two or three *outbursts
of firing® in the streets, though the town is on the whole gquieter.
If 84r Jemes Qraig cannoi stop * outbursts of firing * sppavently
for no reasons he is not governing at all, and 1t is The same
everyvwhere.

The R I € are being dishanded, but one sees them about ithe
strectse

! A member of Mr Quigley's class told me thal in many places

Irish is YgiM¢ vecoming " a code language, for a certain section "




To KX 8 February 24 1922 Dublim March Srd

and he is very anxiows that all parties should take it up with
enthusiasm, because then i% will not be code lamguage for anycne

in particular. That is reasonadble, aud it is guite reason emough to

Justify the clacses.

To £ 8 March 3xd 1922 Dublin

There‘has this mornih g since the papers came out beeu a fresh
purder in Stephen's Green. There was & policeman murdereéd on the
north side yesterday, but this Stephen's Greem affair was since.
X thinks she heard the shcotings I did not get a paper , but irom
what I am told in the strests someone was robbed, and the thieves .
ran off firimg as they went , and then a passer by was accidentally
killed by the gMegxe¥d sbots.

I have been making enquiries about the Dublin Metropelitan
Police. It seems they are not to be disbanded for the preseut.
They seem to have made friends at some point with the Sinu
Feinerse. I am told that on some occasions they refused to fire.
The R I C fought like tigers to the very last. It all works im and
out s¢ queerly. The R I C are being disbanded, but getiing good
pensions. The D ¥ P are going on under the Provisional Govermment, a
and one consequence of that is that Dublin alooe of all Ireland
has an experienced police force. No doubt the man shot yesterday was
transferred from the R I C to the D i P.

The chief event since I wrote last bas been the lessons
( note. Mr Quigley's lessons in the Irish language )} They go

on like wild fire. I have a feeling that people like the eity clergy

are glad to have something in which they can follew the suggestions




to X 8 ¥areh 3rd I922 Dublin

of the Provisional CGovermment without injury to their econsciences
It is rather horridle %o realize, but 1 very greatly fear it is
the fset that the reprisals last year have left King George as

it were vwithout & friend in Ireland. I lock with wonder &t
piddleaged clergymen wic are talking guite cheerfully about
their teacherw passing onc standard er anvther, aud being

qualified to teach Ivish in this class and in that, and I ask

them do they really think that the proyigional Govermment will
jead on a to Free State that can be worked by sensible

people T Aund they say ¥ Well it is our only chance *
I think they feel that to go baek under the present House of
under the Houseof Mommons as it is nNOW » is

ot wigh to do 80

Comuionsy 1 WMEaAL
pu of the guestion. gince laatl year they dc B

They are very silent you know, they putl as 1ittle into woras as

they can, but 1 atterly miss that feeling that was 80 sirong

formerly that there jg in London & government which one can

gtand by. Londom, and Parliament , and the King have all faded
away into the past as it wseres ¢ The Cabimet " now only

guggests Black and Tans " drunk and raising Cain * UIt is very

horrid, but so it is I Tear, and the Iri: h makes a sort of gleam

of pleagure for some people.




From the Archbighep pi{ Dublin Karch 7 I%82E
The Palace St Btephen's Green

Dear kiss Stephen Thanks for your letter
Mr quigley is a great assel as a native Irish speaking clergyman
¢f our Church, and he is s0 enthusiastic and good tempered that
I can well believe all you say about the happy impression he
produces on his otherdise unwilling pupils,

I should be ve ry sorry that the Churek of Ireland should
seem t0 sbow any reluctance in a matter which vhether rightly

oy wrongly the Govermment set so much stor one

Yours sincerely John Dublin




To K B March I0 1922 Dublin

For so far the post is quite safe, and I have no more
reason than usuel to think thet the letters are openeda

1t is perfectly awful about Belfast. There is a certain
amount of pariy sheoting going om, and men are rusining about
loeting shovrs, and rebbing people in ihe strests.How and then
martial law is threaténed, but it dow net come 0 pass. Bvidently
there is some strong reagon against it. It seems that either
government can impose martial law, or a Iord Mayor can a&sk for it
if he cannot keep order himgelf. Agsin we think of lasst year.
The martisl law in the South was so absclutely horrible that I
believe the Iord Mayer of Belfast is afraid to asgk for it, I
think it wes: under martial law that all those lawful reprisals
took place when soldiers came and burnt people's houses and
furniture, byt order of their commanding officerss And of course
there was the burning of Cork. That was not publiely ordered, but
it was coertainly condoned by the people who might have punished it.
I think people in Bél:ast are afraid of thate

Twe business men keep ou holding meetings, and teiling the
Government(i e Sir James Craig ) to aet. And the Govermment keeps

begging law abiding citigems to exert their influence, and the

robbers snap their fingers at everybody, and go on robbing.




To K 8 Mapeh 17 ISR22 Lublin

Vile murders are again in the papers. I think if I do
g¢ to Belfaste-~-- and avout that I am taking advieg =--- but if
I do go it will only be for a foritnight. I caunot atay away very
long with all this work on hande. Perhape I will go at Baster
when (he Irigh classes may slack off a littlees They run
three times a week from 4 to I0 50, and he just bolts outl at 6 to t
the dining rcoom drinks a cup of tea standing, aud back again.

He is a good man.

Do you realize that now this house is one of the chief
cenitres for Irish teaching ? Mr Quigley charges hulf & crown a Xf£¥
lesson, and he is céunsidered very expensive. He hag rovnd and
about 100 pupils nowy I belicve. The enthusisem with which the
subject is being taken wp is very gueers, Of course & great many
peopie who Tormerly cared very little about Irish now leoathe and
detest ity being forced tc learn it against their minds. But
especially amongs t those who are mot teachers I think a Y¢E)Y
certain measure of real interest is being awskened. Mr Quigley
is 80 very non-party, that he gives solid interest a chaunce to
show itself., I quite a gree that the general interest will die
downy but I now have a hope that & real solid remmant may be lerlt
who will study Irieh in a reasonable spirit. 4t {irst I thought
the malcontents were s0 numercus, snd so0 very angry that they would
swallow up all interest, but mow I think that they will run away

screamiug as fast and as soon as they can, but that some will be left

[}
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Te &£ 5 Herch 25 1922 Dublim

To4 gwill have read about this murder of all the men of
a fanily on Antrim Road( in Belfast Note ) I 20 8 m on
Friday morning It is always 1 Cs who are killed im curfew hours.
The pelice in this inctance seeém t¢ have acted kindly enough ,
but this ceaseless mmrderiug of R Cs vhile the ¢rown foices are
in conarge of the streets iec a very bad thing.

I tohink Sir James Craig is afraid to disarm his own side,
and very much afraid of what might come out about his own side
Of course really it is just the same whether you Xill a FProtes-
tant or an R C. But in Belfast there is far more notice takem of
Piotestants who are killed than of the others. Dom you know
there has never been any inguest at all, or any military
engquiry held about Malachy ? About those people murdered in
Hooker Street, the Andersons, there was 2 proper enguiry held at
once, and s message of condolence from Sir Jemes, and provision
from some fund for the children. That was all right, bul why was
not the same done when Malachy was killed 7 I think the thing
really wanting is an honest mane.

{ Note by R 8 In 1938 Later I made enguiries of the city
coremer He told me that a military enquiry wae held about the

death of ¥alachy Halfpenny, but it vas held in secret )




Te K & uareh 0 1922 vablin

1 must mow tell you that with very greatregret I bave y
decided not to ge 1o Belfast just at present. My reagons are three
First I had already made up wy wind that & fortnight was all
1 could spare for whew, vecause there is such & press of wark here.

Secondly there is the perfeetly norrible state of Belfaste.
Never, ne mever did { read or hear of sueh a etate of things. It
is altogetber unique. THe people appear to be raging mad, and

Henry ¥Wilson hes Y2 Y

everyone comsulied maxes theiyf worse « Si

¥

sritten & letter to sir James Craig, which 1 suppose you will
gee in ithe English papcIs, go I will only say that if he
santed te add fuel %o the already raging fianes, he could hardly
have chesen his topics vetter. As far as 1 cen meke cut from
the papers about half the cutrages are to some wlight extent
political. They take place elther in * Sinp Feim ™ or in ¢ Upnionis'
Zdistricte, and they take place POTse or less alternately in
guch distriets. There secms some yough rule of cutrage, and
counter-outrage. Toe other half are frankly the work of robbers.
People walk into shops and reb tills, ¢r they rob men going to
pay wages, OF they take things from people in the streets. 1
heard from Miss Clark today » I will enclose her letter
pecause it is sC Very cdd.

¥y third reascp weighs with me more than either of the
others really. I think any day or any hour real fighting might
start on the boundary. If 2 real big fight begins, and

communications are interruptedl think I muet be here. 1 do not

gee what X could 4o if something turned clesn head over heels




herc. You cee the

To X § Harch 30 1922 Dub.in
here. You see the poor provigional govermment here is not

provoking all these outrages in tbe North. Obviocusly this
burning of farm houses is being carried by republiicans, who want
te make govermment by the Northern Parliament imposeibiee. Suppose
they do make it impossivle everywhere as they have in the streets
ef Belfast, they may auy day getseriocusly to work om the border,
and if real fighting starte jyied¥ auywhere you do not know
what may hepren in Dub.ime. Ue Valera may make a great push to
become & real president in Dublingoresse» in iact any mad taoing
may happen. And though I long t0 be in bBeliast, and though 1 know
how mueh it would cheer all the cotlage people to cee me, still I
do feel that this house has firqt claime. 80 many seem to depend ou
me hare, aund there are all the hookse As I explain it te you I
feel clearer aud clearer toat it is betiter te ge than to stay
though there is much loss in staying.

1t is evidently veyy bad at the border. There is a place
ealled Caledon in Tyrone, which seems to be the worst neighbournood.
The Morithern specials blew up a stone bridge on their side, and
they blew it up so badly tuat il fell intev the viver, and there will
probably be very bad flooding im consequsuce You know 1 expect !
that the I R A and the speeials’wuula ftight very equally if left
alone. If the imperial troops help there will be ne facing them by
anyoneé. But their positicn will be awiul once they get involved. I3
will first be neceesary for them to help the speciads , who are as

fighters as described, and thi next thing théy will have to come to

Dublin to help the Rats Do you-know whe the Rats are ¥ They are




To X S March 30 1922 Dublin
the people who want to have the treaty ratified.
I think it is only being at a distance frightenseceecs.
Things are actually much safer now in Dublin than they were a
year ago. There is no daily danger of any sort nows Of course
the whole situation is sad and tragic to the last degree. It is
appalling te see the beloved country go te pieces, but that
cannot bw aveided. That is so, and ome sees it wherever one lives,

but for the moment I feel rather specially safe. It is perfectly

lovely to have nc curfew, anc now that I am not going northl
feel = horrible safety, the safety of the shirker.
Ietter encloged from HMiss Clerk March 27 1922 Belfast
Dear Eiss Stephen
In answer to your letter about coming 1o Belfast
I should say myseli that the longer you can put it off the better.
We are always hopimg that the worst of the trouble isg over, and
certainly this side of the city has been quieter this last week, bu

of course the military are pervading everywhere. Edith says the

"3 nurses are going about as usual now » They have been inter-
mittingly staying away from disturbed districtse Of course the
real danger is from the snipers , who a0 not care whom they hite
Things may improve, but if you come I think you ought to be
content to do your writing, ang not wander about much. There is
no use in being pessimistic, but many people say the worst is
yet to comes

1f you do decide to come it will be very nice to see you

g0 please let us know.




To 52 8 March 31 1922 Dablin

i see today that * Peuce is declared s petween Belfast
and the rest of ireland « I think that is only because peace
cannot be enforceds Griffeth says thst the activities ff of the
I R A in the Horitheru ares ghall cease, but we know that be
hae mow no comtreol over the I R A « He cays & good part of it
ig in a * state of autiny * but he cannot sheot the mutineers'
1 doubt if he can dismises them. Craig says that he will recrgan=-
jze the policelle says that in mixed districts he will employ a
mixed force, nalf protestant, and half Roman. L an aghamed ol
anyone printing such nongenses. A real police foree is taught to
ve impartial, Craig adipits that he cannot saige drill or educate

an impartial police forece though he has 1ived with one all his

1ife, and he proposes a carefully mixed pelice

1 thipk very likely ihere may come & few week: of galm in
Belfaste I think the mobs may have raved thomselves stupid Iorx
the moment. But security there 1ls NCNQ.
The Irish Times says we ghall all thank God forthig arcvengenente
I think God will think us Vexy pilly if we do eny guch thinge Ther
ig no real setilement here

I will tell you what there ig though. There is a drawing
together of Craig grd Griffith against the foreign anarchists.
I begin to think as 1 érite that it may do good al a very low
jevel., If we do not aim at being a well govermed gountry, at
having high ideals or anything like that, if we just want to

avoid the grosser forme of ma:gacre and frawd we way perhaps

hat pessibly

gvoid them by devices at this leveles 1 guggest




To X S ¥arch 3I 1922 sablin April ¥
it may be so , hecause of course oné must make any hest one can
out of what happens

<

1 take your letters fnow always to Vestland Kow. 1 nave a

dlh o
I8 60«

feel as if t'were ma
{ Lite Tetters posted at about 4 in thd villar box in Upper
Mount Street, were sent {rom vestland Row by the nigant mail at
I think & £20. They were in the Coverument's ctarge ifor aboub
four hourss. Bat they could be pusted at Westland Row 1tiself up

o within ten minutes of the wall train leaving for KXgEgsp,

» - a = L S o 4 Yo e
Kingstown; nod for years 1 pested them there )

To X 8§ Spril ¥ DPublin

This is realliv slwest toco suvitable., Whatever day dic that
miserable Free State gYg¥sd take over its powery from Vestminster
but oo Aprii Iste The pill got the hoyal Ascent omn karch JSiet.

My Quigley's woney is ou deposit ( bote The yeunt paid for
the rvoom wheve thme Irish lessous were given )} I have such a feeling
that it is faivy gold, and way cease at auy minute that I am nov

going to svend it $ill

.
o
@

 make it extiuguish my overdraft. I
paid me £7 yesterday., He wust be taking £50 a month I ghould think .
It is tremendous hard work. Ye tcaehes solidly from 4 to © always,
and gquite often from 4 tili 10 350. And ke gorrecis gxerciseg, vast
piles of exercise books have to be corrvectedel shudder ati the
thought oi them. That goes on Mondays, Wednesdays, anc ThurgdaySe

Ee asks halfl a crown & lessoun, and makes a reduction on sgome

ground or other for nearly eéveryoue.

He has bought a motor, and he goes home on Monday nigiht




G

To KX S April 7 I922 Dublin
and on Thursday night . He only leaves her alone on Wednesdays,
but of course the whole thing depends on the country remaining
quiet. He can neither leave her soO much, nor can he run about
the roads in the dark if disturbance begins again. The motor
cost £300, and I do hope he will make that up before the ).
bubble burstse.

He is I am told one of the pest teachers in Publin, and as
a Protestant teacher he is unique
( The Rev Paul Quigley was at this time Rector of Carbury Co

k Kildare. Note )

pid I tell you that Mrs Wwills is just dead, I am glad

and I am sure her daughter is too, really, for it is very
terrible to have charge of 0old people in this city. Last year
she got so frightened that she wanted her daughters to be
always in her sight, and you may imgine the harrowing questions
that followed on that desire. Mary said it was delusion, and
ghe wouldgrow worse if it were too much jindi lged, but then
where did " too much " come in 9 They were awfully good daughters
and very fond and proud of her, but they could not hinder her
being three times in a hold up, and all but getting her claim
( for rebate of income tax ) burnt in the Custom House , like
mine., For some days they thought it was burned, and she could
not throw it off , and laugh as I did. It bothered her very
much,

Do you know really and truly I think this is civil war .

De Valera's I R A are fighting Collins's R I A actually and

in fact. They arrested ever so many men in Cork, who were




To X 8 ABril 7 1922 Dublin
coming up here 1o enlist in the Free State army, and they keep
this abominable murder business as you see in the paperss

Belfast is said to be gquieting, but a rifle shot was fired
in New Lodge Road, off Antrim Road, and a child of nine was
killed on the spot, and later a bomb was thrown into a house in
Spamont Street, and two sisters were badly injured, and taken to
hospital. I shall have no confidence in 8it J C +ill he disarms
the whole civilian population. It is useless to do anything
else at all till he takes away all the guns, unearths all the bombs
» and has a ring fence round to prevent more from coming in, and he
could do that fairly , and disarm all alike.

I am really not able to follow all the I R A are doing, but
it is quite clear that de Valera intends to terrorize everybody -
£ill ke has the country back again where the black and tans got it
last yeare.

I read in a book that no gevernment is ever everthrown, but
that from time to time a govermment commits suicide. Do you think

that is true ? " General Tudor was directéd that men ({ of the R I c)
P should only be disbanded in places whence they can as a matter of
factget out of Ireland in safety " " The govermment could not
make any arrangements officially for housing these men and their
families, who were coming to Great Brittain * " the real fact of
ythe matter was that the members of the R I C were such outstanding
brave and gallant men, that they would run risks " that last

because two of them were murdered in Ballyhaunis while arranging for

the departure of their families. Is it worth while to harrow
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to X S April 7 I922 Dublin

oneself with reading stuff like that ? Is it any harm not to read
what the ministers of the crown say in England ? The Britisgh
cabinet seems incapable of remembering s OT applying anything
whatever.

1 have been worried the last few days by having no voice.
Also I have a great torpor of the mind. I think it is a cold
induced by fatigue. I do not know how I have got overtired.

Of course it is tiring to have a civil war going on. Yes. :
think it is civil war, because the two sides fight fairly equal. As
long as no real goldiers interfere with tge two sections of the
I RA I think they can get up a civil war. And I think it is
civil war in practice when de Valera's I R A fight the Northern
Specials They also are equally matched and might fight battlese.

A% yet they do mot fight vattles. It is more like the old
clan fighting That was not war at all. Perhaps this is not war.
Perhaps it is a sort of reversion to type, going back to clan
way Se Yes as I write 1 begin to think " ¢ivil war * is the wrong
phrase. I will go over the matter in my own head and'try to find
g better one.

It was not war at all last year when the I R A was against
the troopse. I think that was a high degree of " civil commotion "
Battles were impossible, and the end would have been a foregone 14
conclusion, had the Government not been soO determined on suicide.
With a small wish to live they must have won. Perhaps now we have

only wide spread anarchy and riot .

I will think it over.




To X ZD1S May IO 1922 Dublin

It is a nuisance that I feel much pulled down by that turn of
fever I had. T.e fever kept coming back & little and being
followed Dby very low/ftemparatures, and life for a time an unen-
durable burden. Byt that is passingnow, aipd I do not feel in quite
such hopeless apathy about all prospects as I did. But public
affairs are quite awful . All these places in town in the hands
of the irregulars lock so awful, and things like the Government at
Westminster having petitions, and representations made to it to
provide help for " refugees from Ireland ". It is all such a fright
ful secandal. I think most people do not realize what a scandal it
ise They do not see that this is the end of'the House of Commong,
and this is the end of Britich freedom. It was just because things
1ike that did not happen in these gislands that we boasted 80
much and so rightly. Peopke do not realize what & real change
there is , and they have this wild idea that things can happen
in Ireland, and not matter so0 Very muche

X wants change. She has had ever such a long cold. It is
abating now before a spell of hot weather, but she is tired with
the goings on in town. On Sunday she went out to watch while

Ballast

the " unofficials " vacatéd the FgYYgY Office , and &as she
passed Kildare street club she saw men pointing guns and waving
flags on the roof, and she was afraid to go any further. It is
very tiresomee. Of course any of those demonstrations may become
serious any minufte, or they may remain demonstrations.
( Note The " unofficials " were the same people described in a

former letter as " de Valera's section ofthe I R A )

In July when X comes back, oOr inik




To DI S May IO 1922  Dublim

In J, 1y when X comes back or in August, I might go to
England. But will the town be quiet enough to be left 7 One
simply)cannot guess . I would spend August in G dmanchester
with Katey, but I have told her that I can make no plans, and
that i1l I cannot come over to her she must come and see me. The
election comes in June, HOw will that affect daily life ?

Life cannot help being melancholy. One is always coming
on some mnew horror which has to be put up with. One cannot notice
h every trifle, or it would get toc depressing, but there are such
sad little things all the time. Fancy all the letter boxés are

now painted green , and you cannot see them at all. They vanish
at once into the landscape. What matter for that if they are painted
dark green and have yellow initials painted on them meaning

Free State. Then a letter markéd * O H li 8 * has that legend
effaced , and some inscription in Irish stamped over it, and

the nuisance about the stamps is never ending. If you want to

’..' write a letter and enclose a stamp for reply, or if you want

to add stamps to a postal order, you have to get the stamps
surcharged forthe twenty six counties, and not surcharged for

the twenty six, or for Great Brittain. [You have to have lots of
stamps of both kinds, and it makes your head go round. To get

them not surcharged you must write to your friends at a distance.




To DI S Tuecday fliay I6 1922 Belfast
Feenavarna 5 Everton Street Belfast

Look well at the above address , On July Ist I give up
the house. ( Nofe At this time I rented Feenavarna, and sublet
some of the rooms to Mrs Musson and her family )

You remember what Belfast was like in October ? Well it
has just got steadily worse and worse ever since, There w:s a lull
for about a fortnight in the outrages, and in Syncd week I saw
two or three Belfast people who teld me the city was much better,
and I could come here. S0 on Sat last May I5th 1 came , Dublin
having also taken a better turn. As sson as oy cay brought me up
here I saw people at their doors, police armed motors etec ete
'and lrs Musson came out pale and laughing, andsaid with giggles of
terror that & man had just been murdered in Butlet Street, she
was sure there was going to be a very bad week end. So-there was
I think four people were killed on Sunday, there was §;§§;§¢g in
Butler Street last night , and today the murdered man was bukied.
In Donegal Street , just at the bottom you know where you turn
into Royal Avenue, people from the side streetis fired at the
funeral procession,(and a man was seen running, and some men
ran after him into a shop, and shot him dead ) The man being
puried was a St Matthew's man called Beatty. Dr Walker and Mr
Dodd were both with the funeral. I heard the shots, but I hoped
it was only a volley fired over the graveQ Then I saw lMrs Gorman
YL fdfpifg and she told me
( Wote. The incident enclosed in brackets above was reported
at the time, but I had and I have my doubts whether it was
reported accurately R S 1938 )

This morning I went up to see Mrs Halfpenny. There were
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people gathering for the funeral. I had forgotten all about it but
the Crumlin was crowded. ZAlso aemoured cars were g oing about.

I asked a man standing there if there was any " gtir " He said No
T went up to Herbert Street corner. I saw two specials. I asked
them was Herbert street quiet, I had someone to see. They said it
would be all right . I went to 2I and knocked. I knocked once,
twice, three times, and as I waited I watched while & piano, and
other good furniture was moved into a wooden bhut, where was
formerly a waste. At last Mrs Halfpenhy opened, ghe had the door
1locked. She said with a wild face " Why did you ccme?" " To see
you dear friend" " Yes yes T know you ceme to see me. But I do not
want you. I shall have to go myself. We shall all have to go to
publin or wome place, they will not let us stay here " " Shall
I go away ?" " Yes For God's sake ,@#.Go. The funeral will be
down presently. Oh and he was a pestman too " " Yes, yes I knew
you would feel his being a postman " " T do. I am grieved to
the heart. But go. We will meet again when there is peace " She
1looked distractéd, worn to the last point. But she was entirely
nerseii. We stood in the kitchen,and she brought me out to the
door. I was glad to go, and yet it was very horrid leaving her
1§ke that. But what could ome do ? Iy being there might have
brought danger on her, so I just bhad to walk back to the Crumlin
and I saw the Special, andsaid to him " I got my message

given, and it was all right. "

T am awfully glad I came. aPeople like to see oOney and I

1ike to see thething itself. I am going round now making up an
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intercession paper for the Guild. It is really a great
resource. 1t makes something to talk about. Everyone looks worn
and terrified, and planning out the paper is a resource . Mrs
Gorman has chosen a hymn to end it with, and Mrs Hanna has made
several suggestiongeece.

Ty,e wholescene here ig so hideous, and so odd I seem
unable to think of anything else.

The elections for the Southern Patliament are for June IZth
I hear.

T;e people keep asking me what is wrong in Belfast, and I
say that it was madness to start the ¥Nerthern Parliament on
June 22nd, and to disband the R I C before March 3Ist The
police force ought only to have been reorganized very slowly. The
process ought to have taken nine years sconer than nine months.
ILetter to X S same date and subject
I looked at a piano and other furniture being moved into s wooden
hut where used to be waste ground " They were put out of Palmer
Street last night"said Mrs Halfpenny It was in Palmer Street
that the murdered man lived.

To K S May I7 1922 Belfast

I sit on hgih and listen to the firing. Bang, Bang, Bang
every few minutes, and the soldiers march past, and the fire
engine, and the armoured cars. A good deal is blank firing, but
it is very noisy. It ie not the worst kind of evening , because

the trams are running. The guns are of new patterns. I

would not recognize them for gumns only Mrs Mussen told me. One
is called the Whippet. It makes a noise like moving furniture.
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Do you know I am seriously thinking if I can get a decent gL¥ g1
offer of selling Feenish. I do not feel near as keen as I did on
keeping it. Things are so utterly changed. It is anarchy here
and nothing else. The business people want martial law, but
gir J Craig will not consent. No gone will consent to anything
reasonable. I think when normal life begins again it will be
under new conditions which we c annot forsee, and for which we
need not try to provide. Under what arrangements the Church will
work I have no idea, and I feel now that my work is to help
the church through the actual revolution, not tothink about
the future.
To K S sunday May 2Ist I922 Belfast
veses Well now to come to this unlucky town. It is really very
dreadful . I was told in Synod week , May 7....I4 that Belfast
was much improved, and that I could safely come here. On Friday
May I2th things did not look very goocd, end when I got here on
Ssaturday I3th I heard that Beattie had been murdered that very
morning. It has gone on since that like a night mare. I think
I am right in saying that there have been 26 murders in a week .
There has been firing in every 24 hours, there have been many
fast and elsewhere throughout the
Northern area. One asks before going anywhere " Is £t safe T 1
ssked 2 man at the corner today whether I might ge safely as far
ag the Settlement, ke said " Oh yes, the shooting was all in

York Road

( I0 p m There go the guns on 01d Lodge Roaé. That is the first




shooting here today, four yolleys I think )

Yesterday lrs Musson Was quite distrescsed because 1 wanted
to cross the Crumlin, and go along Tennant Street to see Mrs
Gorman. I thought she was needlessly alarmed, and 1 went , but
coming back was rather horrid. 1 went through side strects, but the
people s eemed 80 muekh excited that I turned into the ¢rumlin
goming back, and ihere were any number of gpecialswho kept us
meving, and called out " Go on Go om v« o and if they pad not done s0
there would have been & huge jamb of people. S0 I got indoors as
goon as 1 could, for it was not pleasant hearing the people
calling " They are guing te ghoot, they are going to ghoot " They
did not shoot, but there really vwes & fire at Rosebank mill, an
incendiary fire, and the people wanted to see ite

Tyis morning & made & great effort to get into Brookfield S5t
to see Kitty Madden. 1 saw three men at the corner, and I asked
them if it was safe W g0 there. I thought at first they were
Brookfield St menbut when 1 got up to thew I spaw they were in charge
of the office of the Brookfield St mille They tcld me that B kf 8t
was quiet,; but tnat 1 had much betler not go there. I said 1
wanted to see a neighoour, they saiq.well perhaps i{ everyone
knew me, and then one man said that the stredt was full of stran-
gers, and I had petter keep out of it. 5S¢ 1 did + I longed to go
but one might bring trouble on the peoples

On Friday I met & Mrs Cassidy in the tram. She shook hands
and came and sat beside me, and I told her I had been warned

not to stay in Herbert Street " Do you think that is right b A

» Yes People have different ideas. Some would say you had come toO
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get information. I will not allow you to come to our street .

" They do not know what they are gaying " said I " Give them
all my best love " But this morning I felt I really could not
go to Kitty.

On sat. I was very wishful to cross town to call on Mr
Cooke. He lives over by the Botanim Gardens . I got down to
Royal Avenue about II 30 I then saw cars going for the
Island men, and I turned back. The Island men used to work till
I on Saturday, but all the hours are changed now, and if there
jg trouble when the men quit work it is likely to be serious.
So I went no further than Mrs Gorman®s that day.

The Mussons I am happy to say got over to their allorment
early on Saturday, and plantéd some potatoes, which weré
sprouting, and ought to have been in weeks ago. The allotment
if off 0ld Park Road, you can get to it up Cliftonville, but
the danger is that once shooting starts in the " Bone " the
bullets fly right across it. " And the shed would be no protecti
protection , the bullets would come through it " For many
weeks therefore they have not been there, and Mr Musson who loves
gardening was getting very impatient at spending all the fine
weather indoorse. I am very sorry about Alice. She has
been waked out of her first sleep twice over this week by
firing, and her mother says it makes her excited and restless.
And the children at school talk incessantly of horross and
Mrs Musson does not know how much to let Alice repeat to her.

To repeat it excites her, and yet to keep it to herself may be

agitating in another way. It is very difficult for lrs
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Musson and I am very sorry for her.

I saw Mrs MacIntosh. Beckett is not put out of his work
yet, but they feel he may have to go any month. He is now travelling
im Scotland, as he is not admitted intothe 26 counties. The boys
had a jolly spin the other day. " Oh Granny it was 80 pleasant.
The man never stopped énce from the Junction to the Terminus, and
the tram went at such a pace " and Alfred Beckett muttebed " I
did not find it pleasant erouching in the tram with a man that
weighted sixteen stone at least on top of me " Having to crouch
is far commoner than flying, but the flying must be better fum,
specially if it is the terminus youfare coming to . It must

be horrid if you want to get off say at Queen's Bridge.
Thursday May

To DI S Wdrfﬂddy’/w{/:éz’ 1922 E¢Yf##Y Dublin
I want to give a full account of Belfast It was really

too remarkable, and too horrid not to be recorded. If I do not

record, and if the country settles we shall in quite a short time

be unable to believe that I saw such dreadful things.
0" Monday May 22nd I went down to the Bank and got there

about II 30 I got a fright going down because outside the
chapel that one passes in Donegal Street stood a hearse, and I was
afraid of what might happen at the funeral. However I got all
right to the Bank. I said to Mr Harding,the manager " I want

to go to Botanic Avenue will that be all right ? * Oh yes

that side is quite quiet " so to Botanic Avenue , and to the

abode of Mr Cooke I went ( Note Mr Cook was the Rev R Cooke

Rector of All Saints Belfast ) Tﬁe gentleman was not at home




To DI 8 Thursday May 25 1922 Dublin

I waited for a while till past one, then I left three books on'the
hall table, and a note to say that I left them on the chance of hig
liking them, and I came away. As I came into the little front
garden there sat Mrs and Miss Cooke . We began to speak to one
another and gradually I discovered that Mrs Cooke was nearly
beside herself. She kept reviling the R Cs in a demented sort of
way. Her daughter tried to calm her down, and it was rather un-
expected , because he is a peculiarly tolerant man. But as she
talked I perceived that she was very much upset indeed, not talke-
ing out of her real mind, but kind of wild panic words, and
gradually it gll came out, a bit here and a bitnthere. There is
& Mr Twadell ( you put the accent on the last syllable) and he was

an M P in the Northern Parliament. He used to come to All. Saint's




