To K S

I must now tell you that with very great
regret I have deeided not to 80 to Belfast just
at present. My reasons are three. First I had
#already made up my mind that g fortnight was all
I could spare for them because there is such g

Press of work here.

Secondly ghere is the rerfectly horrible state

of Belfast. Never no mever did I read or hear of
such a state of things., It is altogether unique,
The people appear to be raging mad, and everyone
consulted makes them worse. sir Henry Wilson has
written a letter to Sir James Creig whieh I
Suppose you will see in the English papers so I
will only say that if he wanted to add fuel to th=
the already raging flames, he could hardly have
chosen his topies better. As far as I can make

out from the papers about half the outrages are

to some slight extent political , They take place

either in ﬁn Sinn Fein " or #m "Unionist " dis-
tricts, and they take place more or less
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éalternately in such disthkicts. There seems some

% rough rule of outrage, and counter outrage. The
other hgfif are frankly the work of robbers.
People walk into shops and rob tills, or they rob
men going to pay wages, or they take things from
people in the streets, I heard from Miss Clerk
today I will enclose her letter because it is so
very odd.

My third reason weighs with me more than
either of the others really. I think any day or
4Qny hour real fighting might start on the bound=
ary. If a real big fight begins, and communicat-—
tions are interrupted I think I must be here., I
do not see what X could do if something turned
clean head over heels here, You see the
poor provisional government is not provoking all
these outrages in the North. Obviously this
burning of farm houses is being carried out by

, — republicans, who want to make government by the
m Northern Parliament impossible, Suppose they do
make it impossible everywhere as they have in

the streets of Belfast , they may any day get




Ca. " ————— " — ¥ N b s e

oo 13 March 30 I922
Dublin

seriously to work on the border, and if real
fighting starts anywhere you do not knowﬁwhat
may happen in Dublin ., De Valera may make a great
push to become a real president in Dublin , or
...in fact any mad thing may/;happen . And though
I long to be in Belfast, and though I know how
much it would cheer all the cottage people to
see me, still I do feel that this house has
first elaim . So many seem to depend on me here,
e nd there are all the books. As I explain it to
you I feel clearer and clearer that it is better
to stay than to go, though there is much loss
in staying.

It is evidently very bad at the border. There
is a place called Caledon in Tyrone , which
seems to be the worst neighbourhood. The
Northern specials blew up a stone bridge on their
side, and they blew it up so badly that it fell
into the river, and there will probably be very
bad flooding in consequence, . You know I expect

that the I R A and the specials would fight very
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equally if left alone. If the imperial troops
help there will ﬁe no facing them by anyone,
But their position will be awful once they get
involved. It will first be necessary for them to
help the specials, who are as good fighters as
described, and the next thing they will have to
come to Dublin to help the Rats. Do you know
who the Rats are ? They are the people who want
to have the treaty ratified. I have always said
that it will not b? civil war till the army is
fighting on both sides. But once King George is
helping both Specials and Rats eivil war will
not be so very far off,.

I think it is only being at a distance
frightens.,.....Things are actually much safer
now in Dublin than they were a year ago. There is
no daily danger of any sort now, Of course the
whole situation is sad and tragic to the last deg
degree, It is appalling to see the beloved count{y
g0 to pieces, but that cannot be avoided, That

is so and one sees it wherever one lives, but for
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the moment I feel rather speclally safe. It 1is
perfectly lovely to have no curfew, and now that
I am not going north I feel a horrible safety, 4
the safety of the shirker . Only I am sure it 1is
best to feel whatever one does feel by staying
here.,
Letterfrom Miss Clerk

March 27 I922 Belfast
Dear Mfss Stephen

In answer to your letter about
coming to Belfast I should say myself that the
longer you can put it off the better . We are
golways hoping that the worst of the trouble is
over, and certainly this side of the city has
been quieter this last week, but of course the
military are pervading everywhere. Edith says the
nurses are going about as usual now. They have
been intermittingly stayjing away from disturbed
districts. Of course the real danger is from the
snipers who do not care whom they hit. Things
may impréve, but if you come I think you ought to

be content

B
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“to do your writing and not wander about much, Fhe—

There is no use in being pessimistic, but many

people say the worst is yet to come.

If you do decide to come it will be very nice

to see you so please let us know,
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To K 3

I see today that ™ Peace is declared "™ between
Belfast and the rest of Ireland. I think that
is only because peace cannot be enforced,
Griffith says that the activities of the I R A
in the Northern area shall cease, but we know
that he has now no control over the I R A . He
says a good part of it is in a "™ state of
mutiny " but he cannot shoot the mutineers, I
doubt can he dismiss them. Craig says he
will reorganize the police, and his first
suggestion for doing so shows that he does

not know, or cannot secure, the first condi=
tion on which a crown force should be organiged.
He says that in mixed districts he will employ
a mixed force, half Protestant and half Roman.
I am ashamed of anyone printing such nonsense.
A resl ppolice force ispfftaught to be impartial
and to carry out the law regardless of party 4
or denomination. Craig admits that he cannot

raise, or drill or educate an impartial police
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force, though he has lived with one all his
life. and he proposes a carefully mixed police
I suppose he thinks they will be so busy
fighting one another that the civil population
will get a chance to survive.

I think very likely there may come a

fev weeks of calm in Belfast. I think the mobs
may have raved themselves stupid for the mo =
ment. B ut security there is none.
; / The Irish Times says we shall all
SRaTa Gl for THis agrecaant. T thim: Mt
will think us very silly if we do any such
thing. There is no real settlement there

I will tell you what there is though
There is a drawing together of Craig end Getefr
Griffith against the foreign anarchists. The
truth is that the whole style and tone of the
thing annoyed me so much that I felt at first
it was a sham and no more. But now I begin to
think as I write that it may do good at a very

low level., If we do not aim at being a well
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| ) governed country » &t having high ideals or

anything like that, if we just want to avoid

the grosser forms of massacre and fraud we

may perhaps avoid them by means of devices at
this level . I suggest that possibly it may be
éo/because of course one must make any best
one can out of what happens.

always

I take your letters now =mxways to

Westland Row. I have a feel as if t'were safer

S0
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